JANUARY, 1939 No. 2 





tember 14; 1934, at the post ofice at Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico, under the 
Act of August 24, 1912, 


THE JOURNAL OF AGRICULTURE 


of the 
UNIVERSITY OF PUERTO RICO 


in continuation of The Journal of the 








Department of Agriculture of Puerto Rico 


MELVILLE T. COOK, Editor 


Biographical Sketch of Stuart T. Danforth; 


by Alexander Wetmore 





Birds of Guadeloupe and Adjacent Islands; 


by Stuart T. Danforth 


The Birds of Monserrat; 


by Stuart T. Danforth 








PUBLISHED BY 


THE AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION 
Rfo Pizpras, P. R. 


Issump May 1989 























R. Menéndez Ramos, M.8._------- 


UNIVERSITY OF PUERTO RICO 
Juan B. Soto, Ph. D...--------------_- 


Pero Chancellor. 
oe Dean, College of Agriculture. 





STATION STAFF? 


Department of Agricultural 
Economics 

*#. B. Hill, M.8., Economist. 

Sol L. Descartes, M.8., Associate 
Economist.*** 

Jorge J. Serrallés, M.8S., Assistant 
Economist. 

Emilio del Toro, Jr., M.8., Assist- 
ant Economist. 

J. M. Garcia, M.8., Assistant Eco- 


nomist.*** 

R. Col6n Torres, B.S., Assistant 
Economist. 

8. Diaz Pacheco, B. B. A., Assistant 
Economist. 
Department of Agricultural 

Engineering 
* Manuel L. Vicente, C.E., M. E., En- 

gineer. 


Department of Chemistry 
* Rafael Arroyo, B.8., 8. E., Chemist. 
José H. Ramirez, B.8., First Ana- 
lytical Chemist. 
H. Cruz Monclova, Ch.E., M.8., 
Second Analytical Chemist. 
Leonardo Igaravidez, B.S., Assist- 
ant Chemist. 
Fernando Marrero, B.8., 8. E., As- 
sistant Bacteriologist, 
Gilberto Rivera Herndndez, B.S&., 
Analytical Chemist. 
José A. Goyco, B.S., Laboratory 
Technician. 


Departament of Entomology 
“George N. Wolcott, Ph.D., Ento- 


mologist. 

Francisco Sein, Jr., B.S., Assistant 
Entomologist. 

Luis F. Martorell, M.S., Assistant 
Entomologist. 


Department of Genetics 
* Arturo Roque, M.8., Geneticist. 
José Adsuar, B.8., Assistant Gene- 
ticist. 
Department of Phytopathology 
* Melville T. Cook, Ph.D., Phytopa- 


thologist, 
Andrés R. Lépez, M.8., Assistant 


Phytopathologist. 

Luis A. Alvarez, B.8S., Assistant 
Phytopathologist.*** 
Department of Parasitology 

*John 8. Andrews, Ph.D., Parasi- 
tologist. 


Department of Plant Physiology 
*N. A. Schappelle, Ph.D., Plant 
Physiologist, 


Department of Phytotechnics 
Pedro Richardson, B.8., Agronom- 


ist. 

Fernando Chardén, B.8., Associate 
Agronomist, 

Ferdinand Méndez, B.8., Assistant 
Agronomist. 

Julio S, Simons, B.8., Agronomist 
in Charge Station for Introduc- 
tion and Propagation of Plants. 

E. Molinary Salés, B.8.. Agronomist- 
Horticulturist. 

J. Pastor Rodriguez, B. 8., Assistant 


Agronomist. 

Arturo Riollano, B.S., Assistant 
Agronomist. 

J. Guiseafré Arrillaga, M.8., Coffee 
Specialist. 


Luis A. Gémez, B.S., Assistant Cof- 

fee Specialist. 
Department of Soils 
*Juan A. Bonnet, Ph.D., Soil Ex- 

pert. 

R. Rodriguez Torrent, B.S., Soil 
Chemist. 

Bernardo G. Capé, B.8., Soil Chem- 
ist. 

Arturo Rivera Brenes, B.S., Ch. E., 
Assistant Chemist. 

Fernando Villamil, B.S8., Assistant 
Chemist.*** 

Chester A. Price, M.S., Assistant 
Chemist. 


Isabela Experimental Substation 
Luis A. Serrano, B.8., Agronomist 


in Charge. 

Carlos J. Clavell, B.8., Assistant 
Agronomist. 

Frank J. Julié, B.S., Assistant 
Agronomist. 


Library and Publications 
José I. Otero, Librarian. 
Department of Accounts 
* Mariano Garcta del Rosario, Finance 
Officer. 
Arturo Rivera, Chief Clerk and Ac- 
countant. 


1As of date of issue. 

* Chief of Department. 
** Vacant. 

*** On leave of absence. 






















This number of the Journal is affectionally dedicated 


to the memory of 
Dr. Stuart T. Danforth 


who has contributed so much to our knolvledge of the 
birds of the West Indies, specially Puerto Rico 
and Who endeared himsel} to all with 


lho he came in contact. 





Se s J ’ =: oe oe IS eS TI Oe l= te 











The Journal.of Agriculture of the University of Puerto Rico 


In continuation of The Journal of the Department of Agriculture of Puerto Rico 
Published by THE AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION, Rio Piedras, P. R. 





Published Quarterly: January, April, July and October ef each year. 
MELVILLE T. COOK, Eprrex 





Vou. XXIII JANUARY 1939 No. 1 





BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF STUART T. DANFORTH 
1900-1938 


By ALEXANDER WETMORE. 


Stuart Taylor Danforth, son of Ralph Emerson Danforth and 
Bertha T. Danforth, was born in Jersey City, New Jersey, Septem- 
ber 23, 1900. According to information obtained from his parents 
he was a ‘‘born’’ naturalist, his interest in birds and in natural his- 
tory in general beginning at a very early age. Taught to read and 
write by his mother, his notebooks recording his observations began 
at seven years when his parents removed to Ann Arbor, Michigan, 
where his father was engaged in advanced studies in zoology and 
botany in the University of Michigan. Books on nature were abun- 
dant in this household and these the growing boy devoured eagerly, 
their influence being evident in his care in his own records, in his 
accuracy of spelling, and in his arrangement of his observations. 

Through his school and college days Danforth’s interest in birds 
never lagged, his only regret being that he did not have more time 
to devote to such studies. In 1917 his father came to Rutgers Uni- 
versity in the Department of Zoology and here Stuart Danforth took 
his undergraduate work. In zoology he was a student under his 
father, the class room relation between father and son being entirely 
on the formal basis of ‘‘Danforth’’ for the son and ‘‘Professor’’ for 
the father, in spite of the close and friendly relation that they had 
at home. His ability as a student is attested by his standing near 
the head in a large class, in spite of the father’s confession that he 
undoubtedly marked him several points lower than he merited, in 
an intense desire not to be prejudiced in his classes in favor of his 
own son. 

In 1921 when Stuart Danforth received his bachelor of science 
at Rutgers his father became head of the Department of Biology in 
the College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts of the University of 
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Puerto Rico at Mayagiiez, Puerto Rico. As Stuart was only twenty- 
one on recommendation of his professors he decided to work for a 
year before beginning his graduate work at Cornell, and taught in 
the Mayagiiez High School, living at home with his parents. Nat- 
urally the birds of a new region were a major interest with him, 
and quite naturally this led later in work for his doctorate at Cor- 
nell, to a thesis assignment on a study of the ecology of the birds 
of Cartagena Lagoon, Puerto Rico. These studies involved months 
of observation in the field, in which his father was often associated, 
and laboratory work at a table assigned for his use in the labora- 
tories under his father’s direction at the college in Mayagiiez. His 
degree of Doctor of Philosophy was conferred by Cornell University 
in 1925, and his thesis entitled ‘‘Birds of the Cartagena Lagoon, 
Porto Rico’’, was published immediately in the Journal of the De- 
partment of Agriculture (of Puerto Rico). 

During the scholastic year of 1925 and 1926 Danforth was an 
instructor in biology at Temple University, and the following fall 
when his father returned to the United States he was appointed to 
his father’s position of Professor of Zoology and Entomology in the 
College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts at Mayagiiez, a position 
that he held with distinction until his death. While oceupied con- 
stantly during the school year with his classes and his students he 
improved every opportunity for work in the field. Naturally most 
of these efforts centered around Mayagiiez and Cartagena Lagoon, but 
his trips extended over the island and included visits to the out lying 
islets of Desecheo and Mona. Vacation periods were given to more 
extended journeys in other regions. In all of this work he was usu- 
ally accompanied by one or more of his students. His field inves- 
tigations at their end had carried him through the Antillean area 
from Cuba along the chain of islands that extends to Trinidad. 

The summer of 1926 he visited Jamaica, and during the follow- 
ing Christmas holidays he investigated the birds of St. Thomas, St. 
Croix and St. John. After the close of college in 1927 he traveled 
extensively in the Dominican Republic and Haiti, including Gonave 
Island, and the following December made a brief journey to St. Mar- 
tin and St. Eustatius. The summer of 1931 was devoted to an ex- 
tensive survey of St. Lucia, St. Kitts, Nevis and St. Thomas, and 
in 1933 at the same season he visited Cuba, Antigua and Barbuda. 
The Christmas holidays at the end of that year were given to St. 
Thomas, Tortola and Jost van Dyke. In June, 1934 he was again 
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in Cuba, on his way by auto to the United States, and at the end 
of December that year he collected in Culebra and adjacen islets. 

The following summér, with V. Biaggi, he made an extended 
journey from June to August, beginning at St. Thomas and cover- 
ing St. Kitts, St. Lucia, Grenada, the Grenadines, and Martinique. 
In December 1935, again accompanied by Biaggi, he visited Vieques 
Island, east of Puerto Rico. The year 1937 saw the most extensive 
of Danforth’s explorations in the Lesser Antilles. Beginning at St. 
Thomas in January he visited St. Eustatius, Saba, Montserrat and 
St. Vincent, continuing to touch at many of the small islets that 
make up the Grenadines. In this journey he reached Trinidad, and 
then returned north to stop in Barbados. In June Biaggi joined him 
in Guadeloupe, and the two in company made collections on Guade- 
loupe, Desirade, Marie Galante and other islands. 

Six summers during this period were occupied with visits to the 
United States in which he was accompanied by Ramos, Biaggi, or 
others of his students. Usually he brought up a car and used this 
in travel through the country. Much of the time in these journeys 
he was occupied in the study of specimens in museums and in the 
assembling of records from ornithological literature pertaining to the 
West Indies. In this way he gathered in an extensive card file rec- 
ords and data that gave him a complete list of the birds of the va- 
rious West Indian Islands serving as a guide in his constant studies 
directed toward the extension of knowledge of the avifauna of this 
interesting region. 

My own acquaintance with Stuart Danforth, which began when 
he was enrolled .as a graduate student at Cornell, came through a 
mutual interest in the birds of Puerto Rico and a correspondence 
begun at this time continued until within a few days of his death. 
Our personal contact came during his work in the National Museum 
in Washington in the summer seasons that he spent in the United 
States, and fostered a friendship based on mutual attraction and an 
absorbing interest in ornithology. 

In the course of his work Danforth gathered as specimens about 
three thousand birds, kept in his home in Mayagiiez, representing 
one of the most important collections that has been made relating to 
the West Indies. This was the basis of his published work and of 
his comparative studies, and was given by him prior to his death to 
the U.S. National Museum to be preserved for work for the future. 
It is especially important for the rare species that it contains and 
for its records from many of the smaller islets from which specimens 
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have not heretofore been available. Following his death the collec- 
tion was brought to Washington and incorporated in the National 
collections where each specimen is marked by a distinctive label 
bearing the statement ‘‘Stuart T. Danforth Collection”’. 

While most active in studies of birds Danforth was deeply in- 
terested in entomology, especially in the Coleoptera where the Bu- 
prestidae were his favorites. He collected insects extensively, and 
though he published little on this subject many of his specimens are 
the basis of records in the ‘‘Insectae Borinquensis’’. 

Like thousands of others Danforth was an enthusiastic philatelist 
and confessed of late-that he had perhaps put more funds into his 
stamp collections than he properly should. Geography, mammalogy 
and herpetology also had appeal to him, and his collection of stamps 
and his extensive travels led to an interest in railroad and post of- 
fice business methods. Add to this outline of his activities, a devo- 
tion to his teaching and to his students, a deep feeling for move- 
ments concerned with the establishment of world peace, and a sin- 
cere and simple belief in the Christian faith, and there will appear 
some picture of the man and his place and stature in life. His in- 
fluence on his students was always such as to inspire in them a de- 
sire to excel in their work and to build in them character that they 
will carry all through life. 

He was above the average in height, and rather slender, modest 
always in comportment, and of a sensitive, studios disposition. Al- 
though quiet he was a charming companion with alert interest 
in everything in the world about him. Never robust, his work at 
times was interrupted by illness, but this did not interfere with his 
plans for future investigations. At the beginning of December, 1937 
the writer last saw Danforth in his house in Mayagiiez where he was 
seriously ill, and spent two days with him looking through his col- 
lection of birds and talking over many problems of mutual interest. 
We had hoped to go afield as I wanted to visit Cartagena Lagoon 
with him but this was not possible under the circumstances. Al- 
though he recovered later to some extent he never regained his full 
health, and in May, 1938 his illness became acute so that he was 
forced to return to the United States. His death came on Novem- 
ber 25, 1938 when he was under the care of his parents at West 
Boylston, Massachusetts. 

His influence will long be felt in Puerto Rico where the esteem 
in which he was held is fittingly indicated in the following resolu- 
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tion signed by the Dean of his College in Mayagiiez and by forty- 
two of his colleagues, fellow members of the faculty. 

‘‘To Ralph E. Danforth, Bertha T. Danforth and family for the 
death of their son and brother, 

Stuart T. Danforth, 

we, the Faculty of the College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts 
of the University of Puerto Rico, send our sincere condolences and 
deepest sympathy. 

Our colleague for more than twelve years, we have known Stuart 
T. Danforth as an indefatigable worker, a sound and creative scholar 
and scientist, a sympathetic teacher, insistent upon the highest stand- 
ards from his students, a generous and loyal friend to all who were 
associated with him. 

In his passing, Puerto Rico and the institution where he worked 
with us have suffered an irreparable loss. We shall miss his sorely. 

His influence among us was a constant inspiration. May his 
warmth of personality, his character and his deep Christian faith 
keep that influence active through the future of our college and in 


our hearts.’’ 
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THE BIRDS OF GUADELOUPE AND ADJACENT ISLANDS 


By Stuart T. DANForTH, 
College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts, University of Puerto Rico, 
Mayagiiez, Puerto Rico. 


GUADELOUPE 


Guadeloupe is the largest of the islands of the Lesser Antilles, 
having an area of about 583 square miles. It is situated in ap- 
proximately 16° North latitude and 64° West longitude. 

The Island in reality consists of two distinct islands, Guadeloupe 
proper (containing about 364 square miles) and Grande Terre (con- 
taining about 219 square miles) separated from each other by a 
shallow arm of the sea from 90 to 300 feet wide known as ‘‘La 
Riviére Salée’’, which is traversed by a highway bridge near Pointe- 
4-Pitre. The two islands are of very different formation and ap- 
pearance. Guadeloupe proper is of voleanic formation, consisting 
mainly of a vast central mountain mass covered with virgin rain 
forest, much of which remains unexplored. The highest peak, known 
as the Soufriére, attains an elevation of 4,868 feet, and has a crater 
from which sulphur is obtained, and old lava flows may be observed 
near the crater. Although still feebly active, it has not erupted 
violently within historical times. The rain forest does not extend 
much above 4,000 feet, as the regions above that altitude are so 
windswept that only a very low type can exist, and practically no 
birds may be observed there. The rain forest extends down to about 
2,000 feet elevation (or somewhat lower in some places). Below 
that is found second growth country, or, in the North and East of 
the Island, a beautiful rather low type of hardwood forest extending 
down to where cultivations begin, and reaching practically to sea 
level in some regions, as at Sainte Marie and Sainte Rose. The 
ever-increasing banana plantations are constantly encroaching upon 
this zone. Below this are the lowland savannas, largely planted 
to cane, at least in the South and East. On the West coast the cor- 
responding area is somewhat less level and more barren, being cov- 
ered mainly with a semi-xerophytic type of scrub where all except 
a very few species ef birds are very scarce. Except for a small 
voleanic lake in the mountains, I know of no ponds in Guadeloupe 
9 
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proper. There are a few mangrove swamps in the northeastern 
corner. 

Grande Terre is of coral limestone formation, with only low hill 
formations, making a monotonous low, level, and dusty landscape. 
There are a few limestone sinkholes containing water where a few 
aquatic birds may be found, and some rather extensive mangrove 
swamps along the coast, particularly in the western part of the 
Island near Port-Louis and Vicux-Boure. 

Due to the writings of early travellers, there are some records 
of Guadeloupe bird life extending back to a very early date. For 
example, there is a record of an extinct macaw stated by Navaret 
to have been seen on Columbus’ voyage of discovery. Huttich 
(1534), Dutertre (1674) and Pére Labat (1742) have left records 
(in some cases very extensive) of their observations of Guadeloupe 
birds, and our only knowledge of various species now extinct is due 
to them. 

Next in order of time comes the eminent resident naturalist, Dr. 
F. L. L’Herminier, who formed very extensive collections of birds 
from 1827 to 1844, and contemplated publishing a work on the 
ornithology of the Island. Unfortunately all his specimens and notes 
were destroyed in the great Pointe-4-Pitre fire of 1844, so that all 
we have left of his work are a few specimens (including the 
types of several species) he had sent to foreign ornithologists, and 
a nominal manuscript list, apparently written from memory after 
the fire, of 135 species he believed he had found in Guadeloupe. 
This list by indirect means got into Lawrence’s hands, and he un- 
fortunately published it verbatim (Proc. U.S.N.M., I, 1879, pp. 
450-451). I say unfortunately, since Dr. L’Herminier’s memory 
evidently failed him, resulting in the occurrence in this list of a 
highly improbable and chaotic assemblage of European, North Ame- 
rican and South American birds, in addition to those known to occur 
only in other West Indian islands, and nomina nuda. On this ae- 
count, most authors have completely disregarded the list when treat- 
ing of the birds of the Island, while others have picked birds to list 
here and there according to their fancy, with no apparent rational 
basis for their choices, thereby greatly complicating the literature 
of the avifauna of Guadeloupe, and creating difficulties for future 
workers. It seems only reasonable that since all birds are treated 
alike in this list, one must adopt a consistent method, and either 
accept all or accept none of the birds in the list. The former course 
is clearly absurd, due to the many obviously highly improbable if 
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not impossible records, so I have decided upon the course of accept- 
ing no records from the list, and listing only birds of which there 
is some specimen from Guadeloupe extant, or a more or less definite 
record which does not obviously originate exclusively from this list. 
Therefore let the reader be not surprised at finding omitted from 
the annotated list certain species which have been listed by Bond, 
Ridgway, Bent, and other modern authors, which on being checked 
up apparently had no other basis of authority than L’Herminier’s 
list. 

Shortly after the Pointe-4-Pitre fire the Musée L’Herminier was 
built, but it suffered serious damage in the hurricane of 1928, and 
had to be installed in new quarters afterwards. Much of the library 
was destroyed, but the birds were saved. In a large central glass- 
covered case there are a large number of birds said to be all from 
Guadeloupe, but otherwise completely without data, and I could not 
even ascertain who had obtained and prepared the specimens. How- 
ever, they are of some antiquity, judging by their appearance, and 
by the fact that such species as the burrowing owl and clapper rail, 
which no longer exist in this region, are to be seen there. 

Fred A. Ober, collecting for the Smithsonian Institution, worked 
in Guadeloupe in August and September 1878, leaving in October, 
and forwarded 132 specimens of birds. An annotated list of 45 spe- 
cies collected or recorded by him was published by Lawrence (Proc. 
U.S.N.M., I, Apr. 22, 1879, pp. 449-462). 

There are in the U. S. National Museum a rather large number 
of old skins obtained in Guadeloupe by L. Guesde. These are all 
without further data, but they seem to be of comparable age to those 
in the Musée L’Herminier, and I am impelled to wonder if it might 
not have beer*the same person who prepared both. They were cer- 
tainly obtained before 1885, as there is published mention of some 
of them dating back to that year. 

Dr. St. Felix Colardeau, of Basse-terre, sent a number of speci- 
mens and notes to Lawrence during the period from 1882 to 1890, 
including the types of his Chaetura dominicana colardeaui and 
Ceryle stictipennis. Lawrence published an account of 10 species 
received from Dr. Colardeau, together with notes on their habits 
also received from him, in the Proc. of the U.S.N.M., 8, 1885, pp. 
621-625. 

W. B. Richardson, working for Cory, collected 76 specimens repre- 
senting 15 species on Grande Terre in February, 1886. Cory pub- 
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lished a report on this collection in the Zbis for October, 1886, pp. 
471-475. 

C. S. Winch, also collecting for Cory, spent some time in August, 
September and October, 1890, working in Guadeloupe. He obtained 
a rather large number of specimens, representing 42 species, a nom- 
inal list of which was published in the Auk for January 1891 (pp. 
47-49). 

In 1894 Jules Ballet publishes a work entitled ‘‘La Guadeloupe. 
Renseignements sur L’Histoire, La Flore, La Faune, La Géologie, 
La Mineralogie, L’Agriculture, Le Commerce, L’Industrie, La Légis- 
lation, L’ Administration’’ in 3 volumes (Basse-Terre). The section 
on birds occupies pages 7-39 of the second volume; but little original 
information is offered. . 

In 1914 G. K. Noble, representing the Museum of Comparative 
Zodlogy, spent the period from June 22 to September 12 working 
on Guadeloupe. Later he published a rather extensive report on the 
resident birds of the island (Bulletin of the Mus. of Comp. Zodl., 
60, 1916, pp. 359-396), in which 46 resident species are discussed. 

James Bond, representing the Academy of Natural Sciences of 
Philadelphia, spent a short time collecting in Guadeloupe early in 
1930. He has published no complete report of his work in Guade- 
loupe although observations on the birds of the Island may be found 
in his ‘‘Birds of the West Indies’’ (1936). 

M. Mimi published a chapter on the fauna of the island in ‘‘La 
Guadeloupe du Tricentenaire’’ (Basse-Terre, 1935). It is a good 
source for local names, but has only slight original information. 

The present author made several short in transit visits to Guade- 
loupe, on which opportunity was always taken to observe birds, as 
on December 29, 1930 and June 18, 1931, but his real work there 
was done in 1937, with Virgilio Biaggi, Jr. as assistant, when the 
period from June 10 to July 26 was spent there, with the exception 
of a few days used for visiting neighboring islets. We had intended 
to spend a somewhat longer period in this region, working on Gua- 
deloupe proper, and spending a week instead of the short time ac- 
tually spent on Marie Galante, and making a trip to Petite Terre 
(to say nothing of spending two weeks or so in Martinique), when 
we were suddenly summoned back to Puerto Rico much in advance 
of the time we had planned on returning. To make matters even 
worse we had to leave earlier than would have otherwise been neces- 
sary on account of transportation facilities. During our stay we 
made observations upon 38 species of birds in Guadeloupe, includ- 
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ing Grande Terre. These were mostly breeding birds, as we were 
not in the season for many migrants. We collected 133 specimens 
representing 24 species there. 


Les SAINTES 


Lying from six to eight miles directly south of Guadeloupe proper 
is a group of six small islands of voleanic formation known as Les 
Iles des Saintes. The two largest are Terre-de-Bas and Terre-de 
Haut; the other four are much smaller, and include Grand Ilet and 
Ilet 4 Cabrits. The total area of the entire group is only about 
514 square miles. By far the most interesting of the group is Terre- 
de-Bas, the most westerly of the islets. It is mostly hilly, the high- 
est peak reaching an elevation of 932 feet. Part of the lowlands 
are cultivated, but the hills are covered with brush, and the higher 
parts support quite a luxuriant type of dry forest. The only water 
noted upon the Island consisted of a few stock-watering pools in 
which pond-lilies grew. 

Terre-de-Haut has become a popular weekend and summer vaca- 
tion resort for the more well-to-do people of Guadeloupe, but it is 
much less interesting than Terre-de-Bas from the naturalist’s point 
of view. A large part of the Island consists of low pasture. The 
hills are in part covered with dry serub, but there is no such lux- 
uriant forest as on Terre-de-Bas. The highest peak (1,036 feet) 
is rocky and almost bare. 

Noble obtained a few specimens from Les Saintes in September, 
1914, but these were probably brought to him, as he makes no state- 
ment of having visited the islands, and includes many hearsay re- 
ports of birds occurring here gathered from fishermen. 

Bonds writes me that he has visited the islands, and some birds 
records from here are included in his ‘‘Birds of the West Indies’’ 
(1936). His visit was presumably after 1930, as in that year he 
states (Proc. Acad. Nat. Sci, Phila., 82, 1930, p. 337) that the birds 
of Les Saintes ‘‘are at present completely unknown’’. 

We visited Les Saintes on July 5, 1937, leaving Trois Riviéres 
(on the mainland of Guadeloupe) very early in the morning in a 
sailing vessel with auxiliary motor which we had chartered for the 
day. We spent most of the morning on Terre-de-bas, and the after- 
noon on Terre-de-Haut (passing close to Grand [let on the way), 
returning to Trois Riviéres in the evening. We observed 19 species 
of birds, and collected 15 specimens representing 10 species. 
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DéstRaDE 


Désirade is a long, narrow island of limestone formation situated 
about six miles east- and slightly north of Pointe des Chateaux, the 
extreme eastern tip of Grande Terre. The sea in this region is so 
rough and the wind so contrary, and the landing so precarious, that 
the voyage is locally considered as very dangerous, and requires 
about 12 hours in small sailing vessels, which are the only regular 
means of transportation. 

The Island consists mainly of a long, narrow, precipitously-walled 
plateau about 7 miles in length, and seldom much over a mile and 
a half in width. In most places there are some narrow strips of 
low, flat land intervening between the walls of the plateau and the 
sea, and near the town (Grande Anse) there is a small pond, which 
was practically dry at the time of our visit. The trail from the 
town to the plateau goes up the only available ravine, in parts of 
which there is considerable growth of xerophytic trees and bushes 
in which Margarops abounds. The top of the plateau is very level, 
and grown to tall brush, so that on the narrow path which traverses 
most of the length of it one can see but a short distance in any 
direction, and the heat is most oppressive due to the fact that one 
is so enclosed by the dense brush. The bare: limestone protrudes 
through the earth so much that one treads it as much as the earth. 
The plateau reminded me much of that of Mona Island, but differed 
in its long, narrow shape, much greater elevation, and somewhat 
smaller proportion of protruding rock. Birds were decidedly scarce 
upon. the plateau. 

The first ornithologist to visit Désirade was W. B. Richardson, 
working for Cory, who collected there in March, 1886. The exact 
dates of his visit are not recorded, but in my notes I have annotations 
on specimens in the Field Museum collected from March 7 to 13, 
1886. He collected 57 specimens representing 11 species, which were 
reported upon by Cory in the Ibis for October, 1886, pp. 471-475. 

The second ornithologist known to have visited Désirade is Bond, 
who made a short visit during the latter part of January, 1930. He 
made some slight mention of Désirade birds in th: Proc. Acad. Nat. 
Sci. Phila., 82, 1930, pp. 330 and 337, and ocher references to the 
birds of the Island are made in his ‘‘Birds of the West Indies’. 

Our visit to Désirade was made on July 9, 1937, when, thanks to 
the great kindness of the Governor of Guadeloupe, a customs patrol 
launch was placed at our service for the trip. With its powerful 
twin motors an ordinarily tedious and extremely uncomfortable trip 
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was made in rapid time with a minimum of discomfort. We left 
Pointe-4-Pitre at about 3 A.M., and arrived at Désirade by 8 A.M. The 
return trip was started at 5:30 P. M., and Pointe-é-Pitre was reached 
soon after 10 P.M. Charles Romney, a student of the University of 
Puerto Rico who was visiting relatives in Guadeloupe, accompanied 
us on this trip and devoted his time to collecting insects. During 
the day we made observations upon 15 species of birds, and brought 
back 13 specimens representing 9 species of birds, undoubtedly a 
smaller catch than we would have made if one of our guns had not 
most unfortunately broken down very early in the day. 


Marie GALANTE 


Marie Galante, the largest and most populous of the dependencies 
of Guadeloupe, is a roughly cireular limestone island situated about 
15 miles south of Grande Terre. It has an area of about 55 square 
miles, and possesses three towns (Grand-Bourg, Saint-Louis, and 
Capesterre). The main part of the Island consists of a plateau-like 
elevation (the highest point of which is 625 feet above sea level), 
but more rolling and less level than the plateaus of many limestone 
islands. Near the west coast there is some low marshy country of 
considerable extent, Ruounas Trois Islets where lowland birds abound. 
On the climb up the plateau one finds a few mango and other trees 
approximating woodland, but nothing that could be called a real 
forest. Trees are very scarce on top of the wind-swept plateau. 

Burrowing owls were obtained from Marie Galante many years 
ago, the records do not show by whom. Possibly other older speci- 
mens, supposedly from Guadeloupe, are actually from here. 

W. B. Richardson, collecting for Cory, visited Marie Galante in 
February and March, 1886. He obtained 67 specimens representing 
13 species, which were reported upon by Cory (Ibis, 1886, pp. 471- 


475). 
Bond writes me that he has visited the Island, but he has pub- 


lished no report of his visit. 

We had intended spending a week on Marie Galante, but due 
to our unexpectedly early recall to Puerto Rico, this unfortunately 
had to be reduced to less than two days. But fortune was not all 
against us, as due to our obtaining the cooperation of M. Marcel Ba- 
lastide, a resident sportsman with a car, and a thorough knowledge 
of the country and its birds, we were enabled to visit a large pro- 
portion of the best bird country in the limited time available. 

We went to Marie Galante on July 17, 1937, on the weekly trip 
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of the mail sloop equipped with auxiliary motor ‘‘Pére Labat’’, which 
makes the trip from Pointe-4-Pitre to Grand Bourg in slightly over 
four hours, and returned in the same vessel the following afternoon, 
embarking from Saint-Louis to save an hour of precious time on the 
Island. Charles Romney accompanied us and collected insects. We 
made observations upon 18 species of birds, and obtained 17 speci- 
mens representing 14 species. 
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NOTES ON THE AVIFAUNA 


As will be seen by the following annotated list, 91 forms are 
known from the area covered by this paper. Only reasonably cer- 
tain records are included, all records for which the only basis is 
L’Herminier’s list (see ante) being excluded. However, the evi- 
dence for some of the forms admitted to the list is not completely 
satisfactory, but since the evidence is given in each case, the reader 
may decide for himself how much value to place upon it. Also, 
since this list is confined to modern birds, records of the various 
extinct Psittaciformes which are not known from specimens are not 
included. 
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Of the 91 forms known from the region, 88 are recorded from 
Guadeloupe. Of these, 2-are here recorded for the first time. 

From Les Saintes 25 species have been recorded, some on rather 
doubtful evidence. Ten species are here recorded as new. 

The Désirade list totals 20, of which 5 are here first recorded. 

From Marie Galante 22 species are known, of which 7 are listed 
here for the first time. 


ANNOTATED List 
Podilymbus podiceps antillarum Bangs 
ANTILLEAN PIED-BILLED GREBE 
Chien d’Eau 


Guadeloupe: Apparently very rare. Noble obtained an adult 
and two downy young at the Grand Etang, Cluny, in July 1914. 
On July 16, 1937 we observed an adult at a limestome sinkhole near 


. Sainte Anne, Grande Terre. 


Puffinus lherminieri lherminiert Lesson 
AUDUBON’S SHEARWATER 
Diablotin 
Guadeloupe: Murphy (Oceanic Birds of South America, 1936, p. 
684) mentions skins in the American Museum of Natural History 
taken in Guadeloupe in May. 
Pterodroma hasitata (Kuhl) 
BLACK-CAPPED PETREL 
Diablotin 
Guadeloupe: Formerly nested in the mountains, but not recorded 
for many years, and possibly extinct. 
Phaéthon aethereus mesonauta Peters 
RED-BILLED TROPIC BIRD 
Paille-en-queue 


Guadeloupe: Listed by various authors. It was reported to Noble 
as nesting at Téte Anglais, and Bond observed it was Guadeloupe. 
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Les Saintes: Fishermen reported it to Noble as nesting. On 
July 5, 1937 we observed a number nesting on the cliffs at Terre- 
de-Bas. 

Désirade: The fied Museum has a male obtained March 10, 1886 
by Richardson. 





Sula leucogaster leucogaster (Boddaert) 





BOOBY 


Fou Noir 


Guadeloupe: Fishermen reported it to Noble as nesting at Téte 
Anglais. 
Les Saintes: Reported to Noble as nesting. 
Désirade: One seen off the coast July 9, 1937. 
Sula sula sula (Linnaeus) 
RED-FOOTED BOOBY 


Fou Blane 


Guadeloupe: Fishermen reported it to Noble as nesting at Téte 
Anglais. 

Les Saintes: Reported to Noble as nesting. It is doubtful if the 
species is still to be encountered in this region. 


Phalacrocorax auritus floridanus (Audubon) 
DOUBLE-CRESTED CORMORANT 
Guadeloupe: Rare straggler. There is an immature specimen in 
the British Museum obtained by Admiral A. H. Markham. 
Fregata magnificens rothschildi Mathews 
MAN-O-WAR BIRD 
Frégate 


Guadeloupe: Fairly common along the coast; observed at Basse- 
terre, Malendure, Bouillante, La Boucan, Port-Louis and Vieux- 
Bourg (Grande Terre) in 1937. Said to breed on Téte Anglais. 

Les Saintes: One observed at Terre-de-Haut and one at Terre-de 
Bas on July 5, 1937. Not previously recorded. 
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Ardea herodias adoxa Oberholser 


WEST INDIAN GREAT BLUE HERON 
Crabier Rada 


Guadeloupe: There are two specimens in juvenile plumage ob- 
tained by L. Guesde in the U. S. National Museum. 


Florida caerulea (Linnaeus) 
LITTLE BLUE HERON 
Crabier 


Guadeloupe: Although this as well as both the egrets have been 
recorded based on L’Herminier’s list, the first positive record for the 
island is apparently that recorded by May T. Cooke (Bird-banding, 
9, 1938, p. 81) of an individual banded at Glen Allan, Miss., on 
May 24, 1936, and killed at Saint-Francois, Grande Terre, on Sep- 
tember 30, 1936. This raises the problem of whether or not the Lit- 
tle Blue Herons resident in the West Indies constitute a distinct race 
(caerulescens) supplemented by migratory individuals of the typical 
race from the continent or not. The material at hand is too scanty 
to determine this point. 

An individual in pied transition plumage was observed at Port- 
Louis, Grande Terre on July 8, 1937. 


Butorides virescens maculatus (Boddaert) 


WEST INDIAN GREEN HERON 
Quio 

Guadeloupe: Common and well known. An adult male collected 
at Dolé on June 17, 1937 had eaten three fresh water shrimps, and 
the stomach of an immature male from Sainte Anne, Grande Terre, 
July 16, 1937 contained 6 adult dragonflies, Lepthemis vesiculosa. 
The adult male measured, length 462; wing 176.6; tail 54.5; ex- 
posed culmen 58.4, and tarsus 47 millimeters. 

Les Saintes: Noble obtained 6 specimens the first week in Sep- 
tember, 1914. On July 5, 1937 we observed single individuals at 
stock watering ponds on both Terré-de-Bas and Terre-de-Haut. 

Désirade: One observed at the nearly dry pond on July 9, 1937. 
Richardson obtained the species in 1886. 

Marie Galante: An adult male from Saint-Louis, July 18, 1937 
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constitutes the first record for the island. It measures, length 450; 
wing 166; tail 56.4; exposed culmen 62.1; tarsus 45 millimeters, 
Its stomach contained a damselfly, a crayfish, 2 small weevile (T'ylo- 
derma. sp.), and some miscellaneous insect fragments. 
Nyctanassa violacea (Linnaeus) 
YELLOW-CROWNED NIGHT HERON 
Crabier 
Guadeloupe: Obtained by Ober, and Noble records it as breeding 
east of Sainte Rose. 
Phoenicopterus ruber Linnaeus 
FLAMINGO 
Flamant 
Guadeloupe: Clark (Auk, 1905, p. 318) records the flamingo as 
occurring formerly south to Guadeloupe. 
Dendrocygna autumnalis discolor Sclater and Salvin 
GRAY-breasted TREE DUCK 
Guadeloupe: Noble believes he saw one July 22, 1914 on a pond 
near Cluny. 
Dafila bahamensis bahamensis (Linnaeus) 
GRAY-BREASTED TREE DUCK 
Canard Téte-blanche 
a: OPE 
Guadeloupe: Listed by Lawrence. Mimi (Guad. du Tricentenaire, 
1935, p. 137) also mentions it. 
Nyroca affinis (Eyton) 
LESSER SCAUP DUCK 
Canard Sauvage 


Qrerr as 
Guadeloupe: There are no published records, but an unlabelled 


mounted female is exhibited in a case of birds all of which are sup- 
posed to be from Guadeloupe in the Musée L’Herminier. Undoubt- 
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edly this and various other migratory ducks, a number of which were 
listed by L’Herminier, occur occasionally during the winter months. 


Erismatura jamaicensis jamaicensis (Gmelin) 
WEST INDIAN RUDDY DUCK 


Guadeloupe: There is no published record, but in a case of 
mounted birds all supposed to be from Guadeloupe in the Musée 
L’Herminier there are two unlabelled ‘mounted females, and on July 
16, 1937 at a limestone sinkhole near Sainte Anne, Grande Terre, 
we collected a female. It measured: culmen 42.5; breadth of bill 
at widest part 23.6; wing (arc) 135; tarsus 32.8, and tail 73.5 mil- 
limeters. 


Nomonyx dominicus (Linnaeus) 


MASKED DUCK 


Guadeloupe: Although there is no published record other than 
that of L’Herminier, I am admitting the species to this list on the 
basis of a mounted specimen in a case of birds supposedly all from 
Guadeloupe in the Musée L’Herminier, 

[Buteo platypterus subsp. 


BROAD-WINGED HAWK 
Guadeloupe: Of doubtful occurrence. Noble (Bull. M. C. Z., 60, 
1916, p. 362) states that it has been seen by Pointe-4-Pitre sports- 
men, and he considers it a straggler. | 
[Buteogallus anthracinus cancrivorus (Clark). 
BLACK HAWK 
Guadeloupe: Listed here hypothetically on the basis of a state- 
ment by Noble (Bull. M.C. Z., 60, 1916, p. 362) that it has been 
observed by Pointe-4-Pitre sportsmen. ] 
Falco peregrinus anatum Bonaparte 
DUCK HAWK 
Gligli Montagne 
Guadeloupe: I list this species with some hesitation, as all rec- 
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ords except that of Mimi (Guadeloupe du Tricentenaire, 1935, p. 135) 


apparently originate from L’Herminier’s list, and that is indefinite. 


Falco columbarius columbarius Linnaeus 
PIGEON HAWK 
Gligli Montagne 


Guadeloupe: What I have said of the Duck Hawk applies ver- 
batim to this species also. 


Falco sparverius caribaearum Gmelin 
ANTILLEAN SPARROW HAWK 
Gligli 


Guadeloupe: Previous collectors have recorded it as common. In 
1937 we found it only fairly common on Guadeloupe proper, where 
it was observed at Dolé, Sainte Marie, Sainte Rose, Bonne Mere, and 
the hills behind Goyave, and none were seen on Grande Terre. A 
female collected at Dolé on June 17 had eaten two green Anolis 
lizards. ; 

Les Saintes: Noble obtained a specimen. Commoner than on 
Guadeloupe. The stomach of'a female collected on Terre-de-Bas July 
5, 1937 contained a large Anolis lizard and 7 large pieces of gravel, 
while another female taken on Terre-de-Haut the same day had eaten 
a centipede and a ground lizard (Ameiva). 

Désirade: Collected by Richardson in 1886. On July 9, 1937 five 
were observed on top of the plateau, and a female was collected. Its 
stomach contained short-horned grasshoppers. 

Marie Galante: Collected by Richardson in 1886. 


Colinus virginianus virginianus (Linnaeus) 
BOB-WHITE OF QUAIL 


Guadeloupe: According to Phillips (U.S.D.A. Tech. Bull. 61, 1928, 
p. 31) the species was introduced in Guadeloupe about 1886-87. 


Apparently it was soon exterminated, as there are no further rec- 
ords. 


Rallus longirostris manglecola Danforth 
ANTIGUA CLAPPER RAIL 
Pintade Maronne 


Guadeloupe: Apparently formerly not uncommon, as there are 7 
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unlabelled specimens supposedly frem Guadeloupe (one of which is 
immature) in the Musée L’Herminier. Noble stated that in 1914 the 
species had apparently been extirpated by the mongoose, not having 
been taken by the native chasseurs for a long time. An extensive 
search of all likely mangrove swamps we could locate failed to reveal 
any of these rails in 1937. Measurements were taken of the 6 adult 
specimens in the Musée L’Herminier. The culmen from base ranged 
from 63.3 to 73 millimeters (average 67.1) and the tarsus from 47.3 
to 51.6 (average 49.4), thus agreeing well in size with specimens from 
Antigua. There is an immature specimen said to have been collected 
in Guadeloupe by Ober in the U.S. National Museum. 


Ionornis martinica (Linnaeus) 
PURPLE GALLINULE 
Poule d’eau 4 Cachet Vert 


Guadeloupe: Apparently extremely rare. The only definite rec- 
ord I find is of an adult purchased by Noble at Le Moule, Grande 
Terre, taken in 1913. 


Gallinula chloropus portoricensis Danforth 
ANTILLEAN GALLINULE 
Poule d’eau 4 Cachet Rouge 


Guadeloupe: There are numerous old records, but Noble consid- 
ered the species almost extinct in Guadeloupe in 1914. He obtained 
a pair. We observed none in 1937. 

Marie Galante: Collected by Richardson in 1886. In 1937 we 
observed two and collected a male in a sluggish stream at Saint 
Louis on July 18. Its stomach contained fragments of molluse shells 
and seeds, 


Fulica caribaea Ridway 
CARIBBEAN COOT 
Poule d’eau 4 Cachet Blane 


Guadeloupe: There are two specimens in the U.S. National Mu- 
seum taken many years ago by Guesde. 
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Haematopus palliatus prattii Maynard 
BAHAMAN OYSTER-CATCHER 


Casse-Burgeau 


Guadeloupe: In the Musée L’Herminier there are four unlabelled 
mounted specimens presumably from Guadeloupe. The culmen from 
base of these specimens measured 83, 85.5, 89.9 and 92.3 millimeters. 
In the U.S. National Museum there is a specimen taken on Guade- 
loupe by Guesde. 


Pluvialis dominica dominica (Miiller) 
GOLDEN PLOVER 


Guadeloupe: Listed by Ober. 


Charadrius semipalmatus Bonaparte 
SEMIPALMATED PLOVER 


Guadeloupe: There is an adult male in the British Museum col- 
lected on September 6, 1890 by Winch. Ober also obtained a specimen. 


Totanus melanoleucus (Gmelin) 
GREATER YELLOWLEGS 
Clinelin 
Guadeloupe: One was observed at Port-Louis, Grande Terre on 
July 8, 1937. Although this and various other unlisted shorebirds 
are probably of common occurrence, there was no definite previous 


record. 
Tringa solitaria solitaria Wilson 


SOLITARY SANDPIPER 


Guadeloupe: Obtained by Ober in 1878 and by Winch in 1890. 


Actitis macularia (Linnaeus) 
SPOTTED SANDPIPER 
Branle-queue 


Guadeloupe: First recorded by Colardeau. The Field Museum 
has a female collected August 12, 1890 by Winch. Noble found it 
early in July, and on that account believed it to be resident. We 
observed two at Port-Louis, Grande Terre on July 8, 1987. 
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Limnodromus griseus griseus (Gmelin) 
EASTERN DOWITCHER 
Becasse Grise 


Guadeloupe: Lincoln (in Book of Birds, II, 1937, p. 352) ree- 
ords a specimen banded at North Eastham, Massachusetts on July 
31, 1935, and captured at Pointe-4-Pitre on August 26, 1935. All 
other records, except possibly that of Mimi, apparently originate 
from L’Herminier’s list. 

Ereunetes pusillus (Linnaeus) 


SEMIPALMATED SANDPIPER 


Guadeloupe: Listed by Ober in 1878. The Field Museum has a 
female collected September 11, 1890 by Winch. 


Pisobia minutilla (Vieillot) 
LEAST SANDPIPER» 


Guadeloupe: Listed by Ober. The Field Museum has three males 
and a female collected by Winch on September 4, 1890. 


Pisobia melanotos (Vieillot) 


PECTORAL SANDPIPER 


Guadeloupe: Listed by Ober. The British Museum has a female 
collected September 2, 1890 by Winch. 


Larus atricilla Linnaeus 
LAUGHING GULL 


Pigeon de Mer 


Guadeloupe: Apparently not very common on the coasts of Gua- 
deloupe. Recorded by Ober. The British Museum has an adult male 
collected in August 1890 by Winch. Noble observed a few near Go- 
yave in the latter part of August 1914. We observed none in 1937. 


Sterna hirundo hirundo Linnaeus 
COMMON TERN 


Petite Mauve 


Guadeloupe: Sent by Dr. Colardeau to Lawrence in 1885. 
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Sterna dougalli dougalli Montagu 
ROSEATE TERN 
Mauve 4 Bee Noir 


Guadeloupe: Winch collected a series September 20-24, 1890, 
which is now in the British Museum. Noble reports it as seen rarely 
along the coast of Guadeloupe, and as reported by fishermen to breed 
on Téte Anglais. 

Les Saintes: Fishermen reported it to Noble as breeding on Les 
Saintes, and he obtained an adult female there on September 10, 
1914. We observed many, apparently nesting, on Terre-de-Bas and 
Grand [let on July 5, 1937. 

Marie Galante: We observed five along the west coast on July 
17, 1937, and two at Saint Louis the following day. Not previously 
recorded from the island. 


Sterna anaetheta melanoptera Swainson 
BRIDLED TERN 
Mauve 4 Manteau Noir 


Guadeloupe: The British Museum has an adult male and three 
inmature specimens taken by Winch in September, 1890. 


Sterna fuscata fuscata Tinnaeus 
SOOTY TERN 
Mauve 4 Manteau Noir 

Guadeloupe: Ober obtained a full grown young in 1878. Fish- 
ermen reported it to Noble as breeding on outlying islets. On July 
9, 1937 we observed thousands breeding on Le Souffloeur, a rock off 
the extreme eastern point of Grande Terre, while passing in a motor 
launch. Possibly there were a few Bridled Terns among them, but 
all which could be seen distinctly enough for satisfactory identifica- 
tion were this species. Some were seen at sea about half way from 
there to the island of Désirade. 

Les Saintes: Noble obtained an adult female on September 10, 
1914. On July 5, 1937 we observed three at Terre-de-Haut. 


Sterna albifrons antillarum (Lesson) 
LEAST TERN 
Petite Mauve 
Guadeloupe: Obtained by Winch in 1890. 
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Thalasseus maximus maximus (Boddaert) 


ROYAL TERN 
Guadeloupe: Listed by Ober, and reported to Noble as breeding 
on Téte Anglais. 
Les Saintes: Fishermen told Noble it nests. However, its nest- 
ing anywhere in the Guadeloupe region is a matter of considerable 


doubt. 
Anoiis stolidus stolidus (Linnaeus) 


NODDY TERN 


Mwen. Minine. 

Guadeloupe: Collected by Winch in 1890. Noble reported it as 
rare about the mainland of Guadeloupe, but as reported to breed on 
Téte Anglais. 

Les Saintes: Reported to Noble as breeding. On July 5, 1937 
we found it nesting commonly on Grand Ilet and on the cliffs on 
Terre-de-Bas, 2nd observed a few (apparently not nesting) around 
Terre-de-Haut. 

Columba leucocephala Linnaeus 


WHITE-CROWNED PIGEON 


Ramier 4 Téte Blanche 
Guadeloupe: Apparently a rare and irregular visitor. Rigdway’s 
record seems to be based on L’Herminier, but Mimi mentions the 
bird, and it was reported to Noble as being occasionally seen after 
hurricanes. 
Columba squamosa Bonnaterre 


SCALED PIGEON 


Ramier 


Guadeloupe: This is the most important game bird of the island, 
being killed in large numbers every year by sportsmen and market 
hunters, bringing rather high prices. At the time of our visit the 
standard price was 7 franes (then nearly 35 cents). It is found most 
abundantly in the rain forests, although it also occurs in the lower 
wooded hills. We found it less common than in many nearby is- 
lands; probably due to the greater persecution it receives here. 

Les Saintes: On July 5, 1937 ‘a few were observed on Terre-de- 
Haut, and it was common on the mountain on Terre-de-Bas. Not 
previously recorded. 

Marie Galante: Five seen at Trois Islets and three at Saint Louis 
on July 18, 1937. Not previously recorded. 
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Zenaida aurita aurita (Temminck) 
MARTINIQUE DOVE 


Tourterelle 


Guadeloupe: Common in lower regions of second growth woods. 
We observed it at Dolé, Goyave, Sainte Marie, and Vieux-Bourg 
(Grande Terre). 

Les Saintes: 10 seen on Terre-de-Haut July 5, 1937 constitute 
the first record. 

Désirade: On July 9, 1937 we observed 10. Not previously ree- 
orded. 

Marie Galante: Ten observed and a male collected at Trois Islets 
on July 18, 1937. Its crop was crammed with an enormous number 
of Bignoniaceous seeds, and 2 fruits of Solanum bahamensis. Not 
previously recorded from the island. 


Columbigallina passerina nigrirostris Danforth 
ST. KITTS GROUND DOVE 


Ortolan 


Guadeloupe: Common and well known. We found it much more 
common on the west than on the east coast of Guadeloupe proper, 
being particularly abundant from Vieux Habitants to Malendure. 
On Grande Terre it was locally common. Females were collected at 
Dolé June 23; Goyave July 2; Malendure July 4; Vieux-Bourg, 
Grande Terre July 13, and Le Moule, Grande Terre, July 16, 1937. 


All had the bill entirely dusky. All the crops were filled with small - 


seeds, among which those of Euphorbeaceae figured prominently. 
Les Saintes: Fairly common on Terre-de-Bas and ten were seen 
on Terre-de-Haut on July 5, 1937. A male collected on Terre-de- 
Bas had a completely dusky bill. Not previously recorded. 
Désirade: Collected by Richardson in 1886. On July 9, -937 we 
found it common, and collected an immature male and an adult fe- 
male, both with dusky bills. Not previously recorded. 


Oreopeleia mystacea mystacea (Temminck) 
BRINDLED QUAIL DOVE 


Perdrix Croissant 
Guadeloupe: Obtained by most collectors. Richardson obtained 
it on Grande Terre in 1886, where it is doubtful if it occurs at pres- 
‘ent. Noble found it locally abundant, and collected 15 specimens in 
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1914. In 1937 we observed a few at Sainte Marie on various dates, 
and collected a female on June 30. Its crop contained two large 
nuts and some soft fruits. We also recorded the species at Bana- 
nier and Sainte Rose. 

Les Saintes: Recorded by Bond. We observed three on the 
higher parts of the mountain of Terre-de-Bas on July 5, 1937. 


Désirade: Listed by Bond. 


Oreopeleia martinica (Linnaeus) 
MARTINIQUE QUAIL DOVE 
Perdrix Rouge (male); Perdrix Gris (female) 
Guadeloupe: Formerly abundant, but Noble considered it to be 
the rarest bird in Guadeloupe in 1914. He obtained one specimen 
at Goyave. In 1937 we observed a female in the mountains west of 
Bonne Mere on July 15. 


Coccyzus minor dominicae Shelley 
SHELLEY ’S MANGROVE CUCKOO 
Coucou Manioc. Oiseau de Pluie. 


Guadeloupe: Found rather uncommonly in the second growth on 
hills, where we observed it only in the hills behind Goyave, at Boul- 
lante, and at Vieux-Bourg (Grande Terre). 


Crotophaga ani Linnaeus 
ANI 
Merle Corbeau; L’Ami des Savanes 

Guadeloupe: Of doubtful occurrence. <A planter told Noble that 
it had been seen after hurricanes. 

Les Saintes: Recorded by Mimi. On July 5, 1937 we found it 
perhaps the commonest bird on Terre-de-Haut, frequenting pastures 
and brushy land, but observed none on Terre-de-Bas. A pair was 
collected. One stomach contained 15 weevils, Lachnopus curvipes, 
and the other 6 Lachnopus curvipes and a grasshopper. 


Speotyto guadeloupensis guadeloupensis Ridgway 
MARIE GALANTE BURROWING OWL 


Coucou 
Guadeloupe: Although listed by many authors, there is no evi- 
dence that it ever existed there. : 














30 THE JOURNAL OF AGRICULTURE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF P. R. 


Marie Galante: Formerly found on the cliffs, now exterminated 
by the mongoose. I have examined four specimens in the Musée L’ 
Herminier; a fifth was presented by them to the Museum of Com- 
parative Zodlogy. 
Nephoecetes niger niger (Gmelin) 

ANTILLEAN BLACK SWIFT 


Hirondelle de Montagne; Gros Martinet Noir 


Guadeloupe: Winch collected 23 specimens in 1890, one of which 
(a female collected on August 11) is the type of Cory’s Nephoecetes 
niger guadeloupensis. Noble found it abundant on the edges of the 
Grand Bois, and collected three at Goyave on September 1, 1914. 
In 1937 we found it common in the hills behind Goyave on June 21 
and at Sainte Marie on June 24 and 25, and observed a few at 
Capesterre June 14, Matouba July 1, and Bonne Mere July 15. 


Chaetura acuta (Gmelin) 
LESSER ANTILLEAN SWIFT 


Petit Martinet Noir; Hirondelle-Mouche 

Guadeloupe: Ober observed the species but obtained no specimen. 
Winch obtained one, and Dr. Colardeau sent another to Lawrence, 
which became his type of Chaetura dominicana colardeaui. Noble 
obtained 11 at Goyave August 29 and 30, 1914. We found it com- 
mon at Dolé on June 16, 1917, but observed none there on other 
days; and abundant in the hills behind Goyave on June 21. Lesser 
numbers were observed at Basse-terre, Morne Folie, the Soufriére 
Mountain, Matouba, Trois Rivieres, Sainte Marie, and Sainte Rose. 


Orthorhynchus cristatus exilis (Gmelin) 
GILT-CRESTED HUMMINGBIRD 
Fou-Fou; Oiseau-Mouche Huppé 

Guadeloupe: Common and generally distributed, observed from 

the coast to high elevations on the Soufriére. On July 2, 1937 a 

nest with 2 eggs was found 6 feet from the ground attached to a 

twig of a tree in the second growth forest. The nest was the usual 

structure of fine plant fibers plastered outside with lichens. The in- 
cubating female sat very closely. 

Three adult males, two adult females, two immature specimens, 

and one of undetermined sex were collected at various localities in 

1937. The contents of 6 of the 8 stomachs were examined, and found 
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to consist of small spiders 65 per cent, and insects 35 per cent (in- 
eluding minute Coleoptera 5 per cent and small winged ants 8.2 per 
cent). 

Les Saintes: Common on both Terre-de-Bas and Terre-de-Haut 
on July 5, 1937. A female was collected on the former, and a male 
on the latter. Not previously recorded. 

Désirade: Collected by Richardson in 1886. We found it com- 
mon on July 9, 1937, and collected a pair. One stomach contained 
small black ants, and the other small spiders. 

Marie Galante: The Field Museum has 9 specimens collected by 
Richardson in 1886. We found it common on July 18, 1937, and 
collected a pair at Trois Islets. One of the stomachs contained minute 
Coleoptera. 

Sericotes holosericeus holosericeus (Linnaeus) 


BLUE—BREASTED HUMMINGBIRD 


Colibri Bleu; Oiseau-Mouche Blue 

Guadeloupe: In June and July, 1937 we found this species com- 
mon at Dolé, Bananier, Goyave and Sainte Marie, and observed a 
few at Vieux-Bourg (Grande Terre). On December 29, 1930 six 
were observed at Ste. Claude. Four males and two females were col- 
lected in 1937. The six stomachs contained spiders 21.7 per cent; 
small brown winged ants 36.6 per cent; Coleoptera 23.3 per cent 
(including a small Chrysomelid, a small weevil, a small ladybird 
beetle, Scymnillodes sp., and many others); minute wasps 13.3 per 
cent; Diptera 1.7 per cent, and other insects 3.4 per cent. 

Désirade: There are 2 specimens in the Field Museum collected 
by Richardson in 1886. 

Marie Galante: The Field Museum has 3 specimens collected by 
Richardson in 1886. We saw three at Trois Islets on July 18, 1937. 


Eulampis jugularis (Linnaeus) 
GARNET-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD 


Gros-Colibri. Oiseau Mouche a Gorge Rouge 

Guadeloupe: Common in all wooded regions, although showing a 
preference for higher altitudes. However, at Sainte Marie it was 
abundant in lowland woods, and some were even seen in a wooded 
swamp close to the edge of the sea. A male and three females were 
collected. Their stomach contents consisted exclusively of insects, 
among which ants (mostly winged) formed 34 per cent; minute 
Bostrichid beetles 2.5 per cent: small Diptera 12.5 per cent; coffee 
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lantern flies, Bothriocera venosa, 15 per cent; and small Lepidop- 
terous larvae 15 per cent. 
Les Saintes: Recorded by Bond. 
Désirade: Recorded by Bond. 
Marie Galante: Recorded questionably by Bond; reason not 
stated. 
Magaceryle alcyon alcyon (Linnaeus) 


BELTED KINGFISHER 


Pie de Mer 


Guadeloupe: First listed by Ober. There is a male collected 
September 28, 1890 by Winch in the Field Museum. 


Megaceryle torquata stictipennis (Lawrence) 
RINGED KINGFISHER 
Pie 

Guadeloupe: This giant species has been recorded by various 
authors, and Noble found a nesthole in high sandbanks along the 
Riviére de Goyave in the spring of 1914, and obtained a specimen. 
The type was obtained by Dr. Colardeau in 1885. There are several 
specimens in the Musée L’Herminier. It is found locally along 
wooded streams, but is extremely wary. We observed it upon four 
‘occasions in 1937. One flew high over the hotel at Dolé on June 
15; one was seen along a wooded, lowland stream near Sainte Marie 
on June 24 and again the next day, when it was shot and injured 
but not recovered; and one was observed in the mountains west of 
Bonne Mere on July 15. 


Melanerpes herminieri (Lesson) 
GUADELOUPE WOODPECKER 


Tapeur 

Guadeloupe: This woodpecker, notable as being the only repre- 
sentative of its family in the Lesser Antilles, is not rare, but is very 
locally distributed, mostly in the low heavily wooded hills of the 
northeastern part of Guadeloupe proper. We saw it only once in 
the interior mountains (one in the mountains above Matouba on 
July 1). We found it most common at elevations of about 500 feet 
in wooded hills back of Sainte Marie, Goyave, Bonne Mere, and 
Sainte Rose, frequently mostly on dead trees. Its call note is a loud, 
harsh gu-r-r-r-r-rh, extremely different from that of M. portoricensis. 
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At times it beats tattoos on the wood. It is not at all shy, and 
appears all black in the field. A male and four females were col- 
lected. An adult male collected near Sainte Marie on June 30, 1937 
had the iris dark brown; bill black; legs and feet bluish slate-gray ; 
claws dusky; soles dull yellow. Four of the stomachs contained 
insects and their larvae 93 per cent (Cerambycid beetles 37.5 per 
cent; other Coleoptera 16.2 per cent; Muscid fly 2.5 per cent; 
small ants 0.7 per cent; miscellaneous insects 36.1 per cent, and a 
seed 7 per cent. 


Tyrannus dominicensis vorax Vieillot 
LARGE-BILLED KINGBIRD 
Pipirit 

Guadeloupe: Common in the lowlands, and occasionally observed 
at lower elevations in the mountains. Four females (one of them 
immature) were collected. The three adults measured: culmen 
from base 32.4-34 (33.2), and width at frontal antiae 15.9-16 (15.9) 
millimeters. They are clearly voraz. Ridgway records dominicensis 
from the Island, but it seems likely that his specimen was an inter- 
grade, such as are often found in the northern Lesser Antilles. Four 
stomachs contained wasps 75 per cent (15 per cent of them Polistes) ; 
3 weevils, Diaprepes spengleri (in one stomach), 10 per cent; small 
drupes 15 per cent. 

Désirade: Common on July 9, 1937. The stomach of an im- 
mature specimen collected contained wasps (30 per cent) and 
grasshoppers (70 per cent). Not previously recorded. 

Marie Galante: Common on July 18, 1937. A male collected at 
Trois Islets measured, culmen from base 34.9 and width at frontal 
antiae 15.5 millimeters. Its stomach contained a dragonfly (Ery- 
throdiplax umbiata) 70 per cent, and Coleoptera, 30 per cent. Not 
previously known from the Island. 


Myjiarchus tyrannulus oberi Lawrence 
OBER’S CRESTED FLYCATCHER 
Pipirit Gros-Téte 
Guadeloupe: Although Dr. Colardeau gave some information 
concerning this species (saying it was not rare in some parts of the 


mountains), the only positive record is of two birds seen and an im- 
mature male collected by Noble at Sainte Rose on July 11, 1914. 
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Blacicus brunneicapillus Lawrence 
DOMINICAN PEWEE 


Gobe-Mouche Brun 

Guadeloupe: Winch obtained 4 specimens in 1890. Noble found 
it not rare but local, obtaining 1 specimen on the Soufriére and 8 
at Sainte Rose. We encountered only four individuals during our 
stay, a male which was collected at Morne Folie on June 18, 1937, 
and three on the Soufriére on June 29, one of which, a female, was 
collected. The two stomachs contained exclusively insects, among 
which Coleoptera formed 52.5 per cent and Hymenoptera 35 per cent. 





Elaenia martinica martinica (Linnaeus) 
ANTILLEAN ELAENIA 


Petit Pintade; Gobe-Mouche Huppé 

Guadeloupe: Abundant and generally distributed, from the 
mountain forests to the seacoast. Six males and three females col- 
lected proved to be typical martinica, and I have given their measure- 
ments elsewhere (Journal of the Barbados Museum and Historical 
Society, vol. 5, 1938, pp. 124-125). The contents of five of the 
stomachs was examined, and found to consist of animal matter 10 
per cent (a nymh opf Phymata sp., and a spider), and vegetable 
matter 90 per cent (fruits and seeds of Solanum bahamensis 30 per 
cent; other berries and fruits 60 per cent). 

Les Saintes: Common on Terre-de Bas July 5, 1937 (when a 
female was collected), and observed on Terre-de-Haut. The stomach 
of the specimen collected contained « few fragments of fruits. Not 
previously recorded. 

Désirade: There are 6 specimens in ihe Field Museum obtained 
by Richardson in 1886. We recorded 10 on July 9, 1937. 

Marie Galante: Richardson obtained 5 specimens in 1886. We 
found it common at Trois Islets on July 18, 1937, and collected a 
female, the stomach of which was filled with small black drupes. 


Hirundo erythrogaster Boddaert 
BARN SWALLOW 


Hirondelle 


Guadeloupe: In the U. S. National Museum there is a specimen 
collected by Ober. 
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Progne dominicensis (Gmelin) 
CARIBBEAN MARTIN 


Hirondelle at Dominique 

Guadeloupe: Apparently unknown from here until Noble’s visit. 
In 1914 he found it not rare on the east coast of Guadeloupe proper 
and on Grande Terre, and obtained 6 specimens at Goyave August 
80 and 31. We found it common, observing it at Basse-Terre, Ba- 
nanier, Capesterre; and Port-Louis, Pointe-a-Pitre and Le Gosier, 
Grande Terre. A male was collected at Bananier on June 28, 1937, 
and two males and a female at Port-Louis on July 8, 1937. At the 
latter locality the birds frequented an extensive mangrove swamp 
with dead trees scattered through it. The first stomach was filled 
with comminuted insects, mainly Pentatomidae. The latter three 
contained Syrphie flies (Volucella cbesag, 35 per cent; wasps 24.7 
per cent; Carabid beetles 8.3 per cent; Hydrophilid Beetles (T'ro- 
pisterna collaris), 19 per cent; an all black species of Tropisterna, 
7.3 per cent; bean fleabeetles (Cerotoma ruficornis), 2.7 per cent; 
a dragonfly, 12 per cent. 

Les Saintes: On July 5, 1937 we found it breeding on the cliffs 
on both Terre-de-Bas and Terre-de--Haut. Not previously recorded. 

Désirade: Two seen on the plateau, July 9, 1937. First record 
for the Island. 

Marie Galante: A few were observed at Trois Islets on July 18, 
1937. First record. 


Troglodytes guadeloupensis (Cory) 
GUADELOUPE WREN 
Rossignol 

Guadeloupe: Formerly common; now probably extinct. Last 
seen in 1914 by Noble in high woods that had been cut over near 
Sainte Rose. He obtained a female on July 13. The type locality 
is in Grande Terre. 
Allenia fusca (Miller) 
SCALY-BREASTED THRASHER 


Grive Fine 
Guadeloupe: Common on the wooded hills of Guadeloupe proper. 
One example was seen at Vieux-Bourg, Grande Terre on July 13, 
1937. Adult males were collected near Goyave on July 21, Trois 
Rivieres June 22, and Sainte Marie June 24; a juvenile male at 
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the latter locality June 30, and a female at Sainte Rose July 12, 
One of the stomachs was empty; the other four contained berries 
and drupes, 54 per cent; seeds of Oleaceae 20 per cent; other seeds 
1 per cent; a land snail 8 per cent, and 2 slugs 17 per cent. 

Désirade: Richardson obtained one in 1886. 

Marie Galante: Listed by Cory, although it is not included in the 
list of specimens obtained by Richardson, and there is no specimen 
from there in the Field Museum. We found it common at Saint 
Louis on July 18, 1937, and collected a male; we also observed one 
near the coast at Trois Islets. The stomach of the specimen collected 
contained drupes and berries. 


Margarops fuscatus densirostris (Vieillot) 
BARKER PEARLY-EYED THRASHER 


Grosse Grive 

Guadeloupe: This species is persecuted so much as a game bird 
that it has become very shy and wary. It is found in the rain forest, 
where we observed it commonly on Morne Folie and on the Sou- 
friére. 

Désirade: Richardson obtained 12 specimens in 1886. We found 
it common on the sides of the mountain on July 9, 1937, and collected 
two males. Their stomachs contained drupes, 56 per cent, and a 
long-horned grasshopper, (Neoconocephalus), 44 per cent. 


Cinclocerthia ruficauda tremula (Lafresnaye) 
GUADELOUPE TREMBLER 


Trembleur; Grive Trembleuse 

Guadeloupe: Found only in dense woods, both on the higher 
mountains and on the hills of lower elevation. One is almost sure 
to come across two or three during the course of a morning’s field 
work in such regions. An adult male, 3 adult females, and 2 im- 
mature females were collected at Morne Folie, the Soufriére, Goyave, 
Sainte Rose, and the mountains west of Bonne Mere. Seven stomachs 
(including that of a specimen too damaged to save) contained exclu- 
sively fruits and seeds, with the exception of some Mantid fragments 
in one stomach amounting to 8 per cent of the total contents. Of 
the remaining 92 per cent, soft Araceous seeds formed 52 per cent; 
soft, fleshy berries 20 per cent; gelatinous-coated seeds 14 per cent, 
and other seeds 6 per cent. 
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A female collected at Morne Folie June 18, 1937 had the iris 
bright golden yellow; bill black; legs and feet yellowish brown, 
more or less tinged with gray above, including the claws; soles 
yellow. 

An adult male measured, wing 104.3; tail 89; culmen from base 
35.9; tarsus 30.5, Three adult females meausred, wing 98.6—-101.4 
(99.8); tail 83.3-88 (85.9); culmen from base 40.5-42.5 (41.3) ; 
tarsus 30-32 (31.3) millimeters. 

These specimens are much like specimens of C.r. tenebrosa in 
color, but are very slightly darker on the upper surface, particularly 
upon the wings, and slightly more rufescent below. 

There are 2 specimens from Grande Terre in the Field Museum 


*eollected by Richardson in 1886, but it is doubtful if the species 


occurs there at present. 


Cichlherminia lherminierit lherminieri (Lafresnaye) 
GUADELOUPE FOREST THRUSH 


Grive a Pieds Jaunes 


Guadeloupe: Formerly common, and an important game bird, 
but due to its ground-frequenting habits it fell an easy prey to the 
mongoose. However, Noble thought it was adapting itself by aban- 
doning its terrestrial habits and possibly becoming somewhat more 
common in 1914, when he obtained 24 specimens from near Sainte 
Rose and Goyave. Nevertheless, in 1929 Breta reported it to Bangs 
as extinct or nearly so. In 1937 we observed a few on the lower 
parts of the Soufriére on June 29, and found the species in limited 
numbers in rather low hardwood forests near Sainte Marie, Goyave, 
and west of Bonne Mere, a total of somewhat over twenty birds being 
observed during the course of our visit, so it is evident that, while 
not common, it is far from extinct. 

On June 30 in a rather low hardwood forest in a stream valley 
in foothills near Sainte Marie a family consisting of the parent birds 
and three young just out of the nest was encountered. Two of the 
young were able to fly slightly, the thirds not at all. When the 
latter was captured alive its cried brought the parents around. 
They generally kept a safe distance away, flitting nervously from 
tree to tree, keeping from 5 t 20 feet above the ground, and uttering 
soft tuck, tuck alarm notes, and quite a variety of scold notes. Oc- 
easionally they dashed much closer uttering lound complaining 
screeches. The male was always the boldest, so it was collected, but 
the female was much more cautious and always kept more in the 
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background, so it proved impossible to collect it. Directly above the 
spot where the young unable to fly was found was an empty nest 
from which it appeared probable it had fallen. It was in a tree at 
a height of 35 feet above the ground, at the point where some small 
leaves shaped somewhat like those of the banana plant but shorter 
and stouter, sprouted directly from the trunk, which was bare up 
to this point, and was secured to the bases of those leaves. Externally 
it was constructed almost entirely of gray mosses loosely woven to- 
gether. 

Two of the young as well as the male parent were preserved as 
specimens. The adult male had the iris hazel; bare orbital ring 
golden yellow; upper mandible dusky, more or less tinged with yel- 
low; legs and feet golden yellow, claws slightly tinged with dusky. 
One of the juveniles (a male, unable to fly) had the iris hazel; bare 
orbital ring dusky brown; upper mandible dusky brown, slightly 
tipped with horn color; fleshy base of both mandibles dull white; 
lower mandible horn color more or less tinged with dusky; inside 
of mouth dull orange yellow; legs and feet pearly gray more or 
less tinged with straw color; back of legs and soles straw color. 

Another adult male was collected in the mountains west of Bonne 
Mere on July 15, 1937. The measurements of the two adult males 
are given in my paper on the birds of Montserrat elsewhere in this 
same Journal. 

All specimens that we observed were in trees never closer than 
four feet to the ground. 

The intestines of the juvenile bird which could fly slightly con- 
tained a large tapeworm, which I have preserved for possible future 
identificacién. The stomach of this individual contained fruit (90 
per cent), and bones of a small lizard (10 per cent). The stomach 
of the other juvenile was nearly empty, containing only the man- 
dibles of what had evidently been a strong-jawed coleopterous larva. 
The stomach of the male parent was very large and was crammed 
with 14 dark-colored drupes 8-9 millimeters in diameter. The other 
male had eaten three large drupes. 


Vireo calidris barbadensis (Ridgway) 
BARBADOS VIREO 
Siffeur; Piade 
Guadeloupe: A well known summer resident and breeder, but it 


is doubtful if it occurs in the winter. The latest definite records I 
ean find are of specimens taken by Ober in September. It is fairly 
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common in wooded regions, both in the high mountain forest and 
in the foothills. The following specimens were collected in 1937: 
Adult male, Dolé, June 16; inmature, Trois Rivieres, June 22; adult 
male, Vieux-Bourg, Grande Terre, July 13; adult male and adult 
female, Le Moule, Grande Terre, July 16. The five stomachs con- 
tained 33 per cent of insects (Hemiptera, a click-beetle of the genus 
Monocrepidus, weevils and other Coleoptera), and 67 per cent of 
small fruits (drupes, berries, and the soft seeds of Araceae). 

Les Saintes: On July 5, 1937 it was common on Terre-de-Bas 
(where a male? was collected), and it was observed on Terre-de-Haut. 
The stomach of the specimen collected contained drupes. Not pre- 
viously recorded. 

Désirade: On July 9, 1937 two fighting birds (one definitely a 
male, the other probably so) were collected at one shot; no others 
were seen or heard. The stomachs contained drupes and berries 97.5 
per cent, and Coleoptera 2.5 per cent. First record for the island. 

Marie Galante: There are two specimens in the Field Museum 
collected by Richardson in 1886. We found it common on July 18, 
1937, and collected a male at Trois Islets. Its stomach contained 
drupes 70 per cent and insects 30 per cent (fleabeetles 15 per cent). 


Coereba bartholemica (Sparrmann) 
ST. BARTS HONEY CREEPER 
Sucrier 

Guadeloupe: Common practically everywhere; probably the most 
abundant and universally distributed bird on the island. Three 
adult males, two adult females, and three immature specimens were 
collected at Dolé, Fond Cabe, Sainte Marie, Bananier, Malendure, 
and Le Moule (Grande Terre). These specimens differ in nowise 
from specimens from islands to the north, so I regard them as bar- 
tholemica. Three adult males measure: Wing 60.8-63.2 (62); tail 
39-41.4 (40); culmen from base 16-17.5 (16.9); tarsus 18.1-18.7 
(18.4), and two adult females, wing 53.5-58 (55.75); tail 35.3-37.4 
(36.35) ; culmen from base 16-16.6 (16.3); tarsus 16.6-17.9 (17.25) 
millimeters. One of the males has the frontal region partly white. 

Stomachs of five of the specimens contained spiders 17 per cent, 
and insects and their larvae and eggs 83 per cent, including lepidop- 
terous larvae 16 per cent, small Coleoptera 14 per cent, Diptera 4 
per cent, and ants 4 per cent. 3 
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Les Saintes: First recorded by Bond. Common on Terre-de-Bas 
July 5, 1937, where an adult male was collected, but curiously none 
were observed on Terre-de-Haut. The specimen collected measured, 
wing 61.7, tail 39, culmen from base 16.7, and tarsus 18.6 millimeters. 
Its stomach contained 2 lepidopterous larvae and some fragments of 
Coleoptera, plus a few grains of sand. 

Désirade: Richardson obtained two in 1886. We observed a few 
near the coast on July 9, 1937. 

Marie Galante: Richardson collected six in 1886. In 1937 we 
found it common at Trois Islets and collected an adult male on July 
18. It measured, wing 63.2, tail 41.8, culmen from base 16.2, tarsus 
19.2 millimeters. Its stomach contained small lepidopterous larvae, 
and fragments of eggshell. 


Mniotilta varia (Linnaeus) 
BLACK AND WHITE WARBLER 


Demi-Deuil 


Guadeloupe: Dr. Colardeau reported it as rather common from 
the end of October to the beginning of May. 


Compsothlypis americana pusilla (Wilson) 


NORTHERN PARULA WARBLER 


Guadeloupes Dr. Colardeau reported it as not plentiful, from 
December to March. 


Dendroica tigrina (Gmelin) 
CAPE MAY WARBLER 
Guadeloupe: Dr. Colardeau sent three specimens to the U. S. 
National Museum, one of them obtained in his yard in Basse-terre. 


He usually found them in coffee shade trees in the mountains, re- 
porting it from November to April. 


Dendroica petechia ruficapilla (Gmelin) 
GUADELOUPE GOLDEN WARBLER 


Oiseau Jaune; Petit Jaune 


Guadeloupe: Very common in the lowlands, in clearings, scrub 
country, and mangrove swamps, but never seen in the woods. Ob- 
served as high as Ste. Claude in clearings. One adult male, six 
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females, and one juvenile specimen were collected at Dolé, Trois 
Rivieres, Bananier, Sainte Marie, Vieux-Bourg (Grande Terre), and 
Le Moule (Grande Terre). 

The adult male measures, wing 59.2, tail 43.7, culmen from base 
14, tarsus 19.4 millimeters, and the 6 females, wing 54.3-55.5 (54.8) ; 
tail (in five) 42.6-44.2 (43.4); culmen from base 13.1-14.6 (14.1) ; 
tarsus 18.2-19.6 (18.8) millimeters. 

Eight stomachs contained vegetable matter 5.4 per cent (small 
seeds in two stomachs), and animal matter 94.6 per cent (spiders 
6.2 per cent; ticks 2 per cent; insects and their larvae 86.4 per 
cent, including Orthoptera, Hemiptera, fleabeetles, weevils and other 
Coleoptera; small winged ants, and other Hymenoptera). 

Les Saintes: Recorded by Bond. We found it common on both 
Terre-de-Bas and Terre-de-Haut on July 5, 1937, and collected an 
adult male on the former. It measured, wing 58.3, tail 44.1, cul- 
men from base 14.6, and tarsus 18.7 millimeters. It had eaten an 
aphid, some beetles, and some unidentified insects. 

Désirade: First recorded by Bond, who found it rather rare. 
On July 9, 19837 we found it common near the coast, and observed 
a few on the plateau and on the sides of the mountain. An adult 
male was collected, which measured, wing 56.7, tail 42.7, eulmen from 
base 14.6, and tarsus 20.2 millimeters. It had eaten a small weevil, 
other Coleoptera, and some other insects. 

Marie Galante: Richardson collected 4 specimens in 1886. On 
July 17 and 18, 1937 we found it abundant, recording it at Grand 
Bourg, Trois Islets and Saint Louis. An adult male collected at 
Trois Islets on July 18 measured, wing 56.6, tail 42.6, eulmen from 
base 14.6, and tarsus 19 millimeters. Its stomach contained 95 per 
cent of fleabeetles, and 5 per cent of miscellaneous insects. 


Dendroica plumbea guadeloupensis Brodkorb 

GUADELOUPE PLUMBEOUS WARBLER 

Fauvette Gris; Petite Pintade 
Guadeloupe: This bird is fairly common wherever deep woods 
are found, both in the high mountain forests and in the foothills. 
In travelling through the great lonely woods, where all birds are 
chiefly conspicuous by their scarcity (often one may travel for half 
an hour without observing a single bird), the first bird one is likely 
to encounter is this. Most of what birds there are in these great 
woods seem to congregate in particular ‘‘cases’’, as likely as not in 
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some pocket by a stream valley, where a fairly large congregation 
of individuals representing several species may be found. But far 
away from these ‘‘oases’’, in fact at almost any point, the mono- 
tony and gloom of the uncannily silent forest may be suddenly and 
unexpectedly broken by coming across either a single bird or a small 
family group of these warblers. For this reason they became par- 
ticular favorites of ours. 

Its song is weak and inconspicuous, consisting of three syllables. 
The call note is an equally inconspicuous tcheck, but at times it 
utters loud, rattling scold notes, somewhat similar to those of some 
wrens. As it works through the brush its long tail is made even 
more noticeable by the frequency with which it twitches it. 

Fourteen specimens (6 adult males, 1 immature male, 2 imma- 
ture females, and 5 unsexed immature and juvenile specimens) were 
collected on the Soufriére and Morne Folie, and in woods near Ma- 
touba, Trois Rivieres, Goyave, Bananier, Sainte Marie, Bonne Mere 
and Sainte Rose. An adult male collected June 18, 1937 on Morne 
Folie had the iris dark brown; upper mandible dusky, lower horn 
eolor slightly tinged with dusky at the tip; legs and feet brownish 
straw color; soles yellow; claws yellowish brown. 

The fourteen stomachs contained spiders 9.6 per cent; a small 
lizard 0.7 per cent; Fulgoridae 5 per cent; other Homoptera 4.3 
per cent; large Staphylinid beetles 2.9 per cent; weevils 8.4 per 
cent; other Coleoptera 10 per cent; Lepidopterous larvae 5.7 per 
cent; miscellaneous comminuted insects 53.4 per cent. 


Dendroica plumbea plumbea Lawrence 
DOMINICA PLUMBEOUS WARBLER 


Fauvette Gris 
Marie Galante: Richardson obtained 8 specimens in 1886, which 
are stated by Brodkorb to represent the Dominican race. There is 
no country on Marie Galante now which would seem to be suitable 
for this bird, and I doubt very much if it still exists there. 


Dendroica breviunguis (Spix) 
BLACK-POLL WARBLER 


Guadeloupe: Dr. Colardeau observed great numbers for eight or 
ten days in October, 1882, and obtained a specimen in the Botanic 
Gardens at Basse-terre on October 10. In 1883 he was unable to 
find any. ; 














tion 
far 
no- 
and 


ar 


les. 


me 
ren 


na- 
re 
la- 
re 
ne 
m 

sh 








THE BIRDS OF GUADELOUPE AND ADJACENT ISLANDS 


Dendroica virens virens (Gmelin) 


BLACK-THROATED GREEN WARBLER 


Guadeloupe: Dr. Colardeau reported it as rather common from 
November to March in coffee plantations. 


Seiurus aurocapillus (Linnaeus) 
OVEN-BIRD 


Guadeloupe: Recorded by Bond. 
Les Saintes: Recorded by Bond. 


Seiurus noveboracensis noveboracensis (Gmelin) 
NORTHERN WATER-TRUSH 
Guadeloupe: Ober obtained a female in mangroves bordering the 


Riviére Salée near Pointe-4 Pitre. The Field Museum has 2 males 
from Guadeloupe, collected by Winch on September 18 and 28, 1890. 


Wilsonia canadensis (Linnaeus) 


CANADIAN WARBLER 


Guadeloupe: Reported by Dr. Colardeau. 


Setophaga ruticilla (Linnaeus) 
AMERICAN REDSTART 


Petit Dufeu 
Guadeloupe: Ober obtained an adult male, an immature male, 
and a female in September. These and three specimens obtained by 
Guesde are in the U.S. National Museum. The Field Museum has 
2 specimens from Guadeloupe. 
Marie Galante: Richardson obtained two in 1886. 


Holoquiscalus lugubris guadeloupensis (Lawrence) 
GUADELOUPE GRACKLE 
Merle; Bout de Petun 
Guadeloupe: On Guadeloupe proper we found it decidedly rare 
except on the westcoast from Vieux Habitants to Malendure, and in 


the northeastern region around La Boucan, Lamentin and Bonne 
Mere, where it was common. Elsewhere a very few were seen at 
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Basse-terre, Goyave, Capesterre, and Petit Bourg. On Grand Terre 
it was much more common and generally distributed. 

Seven adult males, three females, and one immature male were 
collected at Goyave, Malendure, La Boucan, Port-Louis (Grande 
Terre), Vieux-Bourg (Grande Terre) and Le Moule (Grande Terre). 

Eleven stomachs contained Anolis lizards 42 per cent; land snails 
(mainly Helicina fascita) 41.5 per cent; cane weevils, Diaprepes 
spengleri, (20 in one stomach, and about an equal number in anot her), 
12.8 per cent; rotten sugar cane borer weevils, Metamasius hemip- 
terus (large number of individuals) 7.8 per cent; unidentified wee- 
vils 7.8 per cent; other Coleoptera 14 per cent; Locustid eggs 1.8 
Basse-terre, Goyave, Capesterre, and Petit Bourg. On Grand Terre 
7.4 per cent; other fruits 7.4 per cent; roots 3.3 per cent. 

Marie Galante: Richardson obtained specimens in 1886. On July 
17, 1937 we watched the birds congregating to roost in trees at the 
edge of the town of Grand Bourg in the evening. The next day we 
found the species common at Trois Islets, and collected a male. 


Tanagra flavifrons flavifrons (Sparrmann) 
GREEN EUPHONIA 
Perrouche; Perrique de Matouba 

Guadeloupe: Known only from high mountain forests. We found 
it only on the Soufriére, where it was rather common on June 29, 
1937, and we collected a pair. The male had the iris dark grayish 
brown; upper mandible black; lower mandible grayish blue tipped 
with black; legs and feet slate gray, claws dusky, soles dull yellow. 
Both had eaten the customary mistletoe berries. 


Saltator albicollis guadeloupensis Lafresnaye 
GUADELOUPE SALTATOR 
Gros-Bee 

Guadeloupe: We found it mostly in second growth thickets, where 

it could hardly be called rare. Regions in which it was observed were 
Dolé (female collected June 17, 1937); hills behind Goyave (male 
collected July 2); Sainte Marie (2 females collected June 24 and 
June 30); Sainte Rose, and Vieux-Bourg, Grande Terre (unsexed 
bird collected July 13). On June 24, 1937 near Sainte Marie a nest 
was found 20 feet from the ground in a densely foliaged tree. It 
was a cup-shaped, loosely constructed affair of roots and small twigs. 
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and contained young nearly ready to leave the nest. All five stom- 
achs contained both large weevils and fruits, a total of 26 per cent 
of weevils and 74 per cent of fruits (among which Solanaceous fruits 
formed 16 per cent). 


Tiaris bicolor omissa Jardine 
CARIB GRASSQUIT 
Mangeur d’herbes; Cici-zébe 

Guadeloupe: Common everywhere in open and brushy country 
in the lowlands; not found in the deep woods. Four adult males, 
one adult female, and two immature males were collected at Dolé, 
Fond Cabe, Bananier, La Bouean, and Port-Louis (Grande Terre). 
The seven stomachs contained small seeds, plus sand for grinding 
purposes. 

Les Saintes: Common on Terre-de-Bas, and observed on Terre- 
de-Haut. An adult male was collected on the former and a semi- 
adult male on the latter on July 5, 1937. Both stomachs contained 
small seeds and sand. Not previously recorded. 

Désirade: Collected by Richardson in 1886. On July 9, 1937 we 
found it common both in the lowlands and on the plateau, and col- 
lected an adult male, the stomach of which contained small seeds and 
sand. 

Marie Galante: Collected by Richardson in 1886. We found it 
common, and collected an adult male at Trois Islets on July 18, 1937. 
Its stomach contained the usual seeds and sand. 


Loxigilla noctis dominicana (Ridgway) 
DOMINICAN BULLFINCH 
Pére Noir (male); Gross-Bee (female). 

Guadeloupe: Common and generally distributed, from the high 
mountain forests to the coastal swamps. This and the honey creeper 
are unquestionably the two commonest and most widely distributed 
birds on the island. Twelve specimens were collected, consisting of 
5 adult males, 6 females, and 1 immature male, obtained on the Sou- 
friére, and at Dolé, Trois Rivieres, Bananier, hills behind Goyave, 
and Vieux-Bourg (Grande Terre). 

The twelve stomachs contained weevils 30.8 per cent, fruits 54.6 
per cent, seeds 14.6 per cent, and many stomachs contained sand in 
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Les Saintes: Common on Terre-de-Bas, but not found on Terre. 
de-Haut. <A pair was collected on the former island on July 5, 1937, 
The male measures, wing 72.5, tail 51.3, culmen from base 17.2, and 
tarsus 20.5 millimeters, and the female, wing 64.8, tail 54.4, and 
tarsus 19.6 millimeters. One stomach contained berries and sand. 
Not previously recorded. 

Marie Galante: Obtained by Richardson in 1886. On July 18, 
1937 we observed two at Trois Islets, and found it fairly common 
in higher country back of Saint Louis, where we collected two adult 
males. These measure, wing 72.3-72.7 (72.5) ; tail 51.7-51.8 (51.75); 
culmen from base 15-16.7 (15.85); tarsus 20.3-21.2 (20.75) milli- 
meters. Their stomachs contained weevils 32.5 per cent and seeds 
67.5 per cent. 

Loxigilla noctis desiradensis Danforth 


DESIRADE BULLFINCH 


Pére Noir; Gros-Bee 

Désirade: Richardson collected three males on March 7, 8 and 
11, 1886, and two females on March 11 and 13, 1886, and Bond a 
female on January 20, 1930. With all this material available for 
study, I described this form with one of Richardson’s males in the 
Field Museum as the type (Journ. Agr. Univ. P. R., 21, 1937, p. 
229) before our visit to Désirade. We had hoped to obtain a fair 
series there, but on the day of our visit (July 9, 1937), despite much 
diligent search, we were able to locate but one bird. That was an 
adult male, which was promptly collected, on the side of the moun- 
tain. Its iris was very dark brown; upper mandible black, lower 
dark horn color, more or less tinged with dusky in parts, and the 
posterior lateral parts were black; legs and feet slate gray, claws 
dusky, soles tinged with dull yellow. It measured, wing 68, tail 51.6, 
culmen from base 15.3, and tarsus 20 millimeters, thus agreeing well 
in size with other examples of this form. Its stomach contained small 
seeds and sand. 
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THE BIRDS OF MONSERRAT 


By Sruarr T. DANFORH 


College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts, University 
of Puerto Rico, Mayagiiez, Puerto, Rico. 


Monserrat is one of the islands of the British Leeward Islands 
colony. It is 25 miles southwest of Antigua, 35 miles southeast of 
Nevis, and about the same distance northwest of Guadeloupe. It lies 
in latitude 16° 45’ N., and longitude 61° W., and is about 11 miles 
long by 7 miles wide, with an area of 32 square miles. It is in the 
form of an oval tapering towards the north, and is a rugged, moun- 
tainous island of volcanic formation. 

There are two principal groups of mountains, the Soufriere sys- 
tem in the southern part of the island, and the Centre Hills in the 
central and north central part. The former group includes Gage’s 
Mountain, Chance’s Mountain, the Soufriere Peak, Cassel’s Peak, 
South Soufriere, and other peaks. At least some of these mountains 
are actively volcanic, possessing a number of craters emitting hy- 
drogen sulphide and other noxious gases, sulphur, steam, and boiling 
water discolored by compounds of voleanic origin which it holds in 
solution. Within the past decade these were the scene of more vio- 
lent activity, producing a series of earthquakes and other phenomena 
which alarmed the populace and did considerable damage. The high- 
est peak in this system (Soufriere Peak) attains an altitude of 3,002 
feet. 

The Centre Hills are somewhat lower (the highest point being a 
peak of only 2,450 feet) and they are not actively volcanic. 

The upper parts of both mountain groups are clothed with vir- 
gin rain forest, which does not usually extend below an elevation of 
from 1,500 to 2,000 feet. However, at the estate known as Wood- 
lands (on the north central part of the leeward coast) this mountain 
fores reaches down from the Centre Hills to the surprisingly low 
elevation of 800 feet above sea level. Here such typically mountain 
birds as the oriole and trembling thrush may be observed with slight 
effort by merely taking a short walk from the highway. If this fas- 
cinating and easily accessible forest could be preserved for posterity 
it could easily become one of the great natural attractions of this 
beautiful little island, already blessed with an assortment of them 


far out of proportion to its size. 
47 





i 





48 THE JOURNAL OF AGRICULTURE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF P. R. 


Montserrat possesses no extensive mangrove swamps, due to the 
abruptness of its coastline, which in many places is composed of 
cliffs, forming nesting places for tropical birds. There are no fresh 
water ponds or lakes, and the only brackish water pond large enough 
to merit the name is that near Elberton, usually known as Fox’s 
Bay Pond, on the leeward coast a few miles to the north of Ply- 
mouth. It covers an area of perhaps ten acres, and is for the most 
part very shallow with such a large number of mangroves growing 
in it that from a distance it appears more like a woodlot than a 
pond. However, in the center there is a small-area of open water 
somewhat less than an acre in extent, invisible until one reaches it. 
Here pied-billed grebes, coots, gallinules, and possibly other water 
birds nest. 

At lower elevations near the sea there are some dry, brush cov- 
ered hillsides where many varieties of birds may be found, and some 
densely wooded ravines or guts are always points of attraction for 
the ornithologist. 

Some information which has come to hand concerning the island 
of Redonda is also included in this paper. Redonda is a small un- 
inhabitated rocky island situated north of Montserrat approximately 
half way between that island and Nevis. It consists chiefly of a 
plateau surrounded by rocky precipices descending abruptly to the 
sea, making the plateau very difficult of access. Large numbers of 
seabirds nest there practically unniolested due to the isolation and 
inaccessibility of the island. 

The first person to make collections of Montserrat birds of whom 
we have any record was J. E. Sturge of Plymouth, who in 1879 
prepared and sent 17 species of birds to the British Museum. These 
were reported upon by P. L. Sclater (Proceedings of the Zoélogical 
Society of London, 1879, pp. 764-765). 

Fred A. Ober, collecting for the Smithsonian Institution, visited 
the island on his second West Indian expedition in the latter part 
of 1880. Among the specimens he obtained were 7 examples of Ic- 
terus oberi, including the type, the deseription of which was pub- 
lished by G. N. Lawrence (Proceedings of the U.S. National Mu- 
seum, 3, 1881, p. 351), but no complete report on his Montserrat 
collections was ever published. However, references to a number of 
specimens collected by him are made by Ridgway (U.S. National 
Museum Bulletin 50, 190-1919). Most of these birds are now in 
the Field Museum of Natural History. 

T. Grisdale spent the month of February 1881 in Montserrat, 
living at an altitude of 1,200 feet at the edge of the virgin forest. 
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He confined his work almost entirely to the mountains, and collected 
14 species, 7 of which had not been obtained by Sturge. He pub- 
lished a report of his collections and observations in the Ibis (1882, 
pp. 485-493). 

Michael J. Nicoll, cruising in the West Indiés on the ‘‘ Valhalla’’, 
R.Y.S., spent the day of February 11, 1904 on Monserrat, and col- 
lected 10 species, including three species of migrant warblers not 
previously know from the island. He published a report on the birds 
colleeted on this cruise in the Ibis (October, 1904, pp. 555-591). 

T. Savage English, of England, who had previously resided in 
Grand Cayman, took up his residence in Montserrat in 1919, and has 
lived there continuously ever since. He has made numerous obser- 
vations on the natural history of the island, and has published an 
account of the nesting of Orthorhynchus cristatus exilis in Montser- 
rat (Ibis, January, 1928, pp. 13-16). 

James Bond, of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Phidalphia, 
made collections on Montserrat during the latter part of December, 
1929. No complete report on his work on the island has been pub- 
lished, although he makes many references to Monserrat birds in his 
‘‘Birds of the West Indies’’, (1936). 

The present author made fours short in transit visits to the is- 
land on July 22, 1922 (when he ascended to one of the craters on 
the Soufriere Mountain), July 31, 1931, June 30, 1935 (when a few 
nests and eggs were collected), and on August 13, 1935. Ornitholog- 
ical observations were made on all of these brief visits. In 1937, in 
the course of a rather extended ornithological expedition to the 
Lesser Antilles, accompanied by Gustavo Biaggi as assistant, he spent 
the period from February 6 to February 20 on the island. During 
this period about 70 speciméns were collected, representing the ma- 
jority of the resident species and a few that are migratory. Since 
then our collections have been supplemented by specimens sent by 
Reginald A. Tonge of Plymouth, filling in weak spots in our collee- 
tions, and greatly enhancing the value of the whole. 

Prior to our visit there were published records of 44 species known 
from the island, excluding two which should be regarded as doubt- 
ful. In this paper fourteen species are recorded from the island 
for the first time, bringing the known. avifauna of the island to 58 
species definitely known to occur there. : 

In conclusion, it is a pleasure to mention our gratitude to _vari- 
ous people in Montserrat who assisten in our work. First we must 
mention His Honour, T. E. P. Baynes, O. B. E., Commissioner of 
Montserrat, for his courteous and gracious assistance in granting us 
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permission for collecting and placing other government facilities for 
work at our disposal. : 

Mr. T. Savage English, the naturalist who has resided in Mont- 
serrat for many years, provided us with information which proved 
invaluable in our work, and the keen and benevolent interest which 
he took in our endeavours at all times was a pleasure to experience. 

Mr. Swithin A. Schouten, Acting Curator of the Montserrat Bot- 
anical Gardens, was of much assistance to us both in official and 
friendly capacities, helping us to plan our work on the island, making 
arrangements for transportation and guides, and in other ways. 

An annotated list of the birds known from the island follows. 


Podilymbus podiceps antillarum Bangs 
ANTILLEAN PIED-BILLED GREBE 


Diver 


R. A. Tonge has sent me an adult male collected on Fox’s Bay 
Pond on February 26, 1938 (the wing of which measures 125.4 mil- 
limeters), and another collected May 4, 1938; also he states were 
taken at the nest at the same locality on September 1, 1937. The 
only previous record I find is of a specimen in the British Museum 
collected by Sturge in 1879. 


. 


Puffinus lherminieri lherminieri Lesson 
AUDUBON’S SHEARWATER 


There is a specimen in the British Museum collected by Sturge 
in 1879. I observed one at sea near Redonda on June 17, 1931. 


Phaéthon aethereus mesonauta Peters 
RED-BILLED TROPIC BIRD 


Trofic 


Apparently not previously known from the island. In February 
1937 the species was observed commonly along the western coast of 
the island, breeding wherever there were suitable cliffs from Fox’s 
Bay northward. R. A. Tonge has sent me an adult male and a 
specimen with the sexing lost taken at Garibaldi Hill on March 20, 
1937, and a pair of adults collected at Rendezvous on February 7, 
1938. 
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[Phaéton lepturus catesbyt Brandt 
YELLOW-BILLED TROPIC BIRD 


Bond (Birds of the West Indies, p. 8) states that he observed 
this species at Montserrat, but in view of the fact that he obtained 
no specimens, and that the common breeding bird of the island is 
unquestionably the red-billed species, I regard this record as unsat- 
isfactory. } 

Pelecanus occidentalis occidentalis Linnaeus ‘ 
WEST INDIAN BROWN PELICAN 


Observed along the coast near Plymouth and Fox’s Bay in Feb- 
ruary, 1987. Not previously recorded from the island. 


Sula leucogaster leucogaster Boddaert 
BROWN BOOBY 


Not yet recorded from Montserrat. On July 18, 1938 Messrs. 
H. E. Box, Hay Bryson, and A. Moore, of Antigua, visited Redonda, 
and found thousands of boobies breeding on the plateau. Some had 
eggs and others young at that time. They report that the nests were 
so thick and the birds so tame that it was difficult not to walk on 
them. 

Fregata magnificens rothschildi Mathews 


MAN-O-WAR BIRD 


Frigate 
Three observed at Plymouth on July 31, 1931, and one along the 
northwest coast on February 6, 1937, constitute the first records for 
the island. 
Ardea herodias adoxa Oberholser 


WEST INDIAN GREAT BLUE HERON 


Sturge sent a juvenile specimen to the British Museum many 
years ago. R. A. Tonge has sent me an adult male collected at Cars 
Bay, in the north of the island, on December 16, 1937, and an adult 
female taken at the same place on January 18, 1938. 

The status of the race or races of this heron inhabiting the West 
Indies is a matter of doubt. The rather seanty evidence available 
seems to indicate the existence of a resident race adoxa, supplemented 
by migrants of herodias from North America in winter. More data 
is needed to clear up this point. In the meanwhile these specimens 
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are listed provisionally as adoxa. The male measures, wing 489; 
tail 176.4; culmen from base 158; tarsus 179.6, and the female wing 
429.2; tail 166.3, culmen from base 140.3 and tarsus 159 millimeters. 


Egretta thula thula (Molina) 
SNOWY EGRET 
The only record is of a specimen sent by Sturge to the British 
Museum. 


oo ea 





i Florida caerulea caerulescens (Latham) 
LITTLE BLUE HERON 
Apparently very scarce. One in immature plumage was seen at 
Fox’s Bay Pond February 11th and 12th, 1937, and R. A. Tonge 
sent an adult female taken at Isles Bay, April 7, 1938. Not previ- | 
ously recorded from the island. 


Butorides virescens maculatus (Boddaert) 
WEST INDIAN GREEN HERON 
Water Witch 

Common and generally distributed, being often found far from 
water and even high in the mountains, where I have seen it on Cas- 
sel’s Peak at elevations of over 2,50Q feet, and on Olveston Moun- 
tain it was common up to 1,500 feet in clearings and banana plan- 
tations. At lower elevations it frequents dry fields and pastures as 
well as the vicinity of water. Females were collected by a sulphur- 
ated water stream just below a crater on the Soufriere Mountain on 
February 9, and at a small damp spot in the uplands near Plymouth 
on February 8. The stomach of the former was nearly empty, con- 
taining merely a few insect remains; that of the latter contained 
120 bluebottle flies (Pyrellia ochricornis), a large moth, a grasshop- 
per and 3 Anolis lizards. Since then R. A. Tonge has sent me a 
pair collected at Fox’s Bay Pond on January 20, 1938. 

These specimens are all typical of maculatus, both in size and 
color. In fact, the male exhibits the smallest measurements of all 
the West Indian examples in my collection. The measurements of 
these specimens are as follows: 1 adult male, wing 155.3; tail 53.2; 
exposed culmen 59.3; tarsus 47.5. 3 adult females, wing 162.3-170.7 
(165.9); tail 58.2-64.1 (60.6); exposed culmen 53.4-58.2 (55.6); 
tarsus 46-46.8 (46.8 (46.3) millimeters. 
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Nyctanassa violacea violacea (Linnaeus) 
YELLOW-CROWNED NIGHT HERON 
Crab Gaulding 
Four were observed at Fox’s Bay Pond on February 12, 1937. 
Since then R. A. Tonge has sent me an immature female collected 
at Cars Bay on September 20, 1937, and an adult male obtained at 
the same place on January 6, 1938. Not previously recorded from 
the island. 
Querquedula discors (Linnaeus) 
BLUE-WINGED TEAL 
Pan Duck 
I have a male collected by R. A. Tonge at Fox’s Bay Pond on 
September 18, 1937, constituting the first record for the island. 


Buteo jamaicensis jamaicensis (Gmelin) 
WEST INDIAN RED-TAILED HAWK 


Chicken Hawk 
A hawk, almost certainly of this race, was heard calling at an 
altitude of 2,000 feet on Olveston Mountain, in the Centre Hills, 
on February 11, 1937, but the dense forest growth made it impos- 
sible to see or collect the bird. Bond has listed the species doubt- 
fully from Montserrat, and residents report chicken hawks as 
bein seen on rare occasions. 


Falco peregrinus anatum Bonaparte 
DUCK HAWK 
An example of this large migratory faleon was observed at Ply- 
mouth on February 8, 1937, and I have in my collection a male 
collected at Cork Hill, on January 4, 1938 and a female taken at 
Gingoes the same day, both collected by R. A. Tonge. Previously 
unrecorded from Montserrat. 


Falco sparverius caribaearum Gmelin 
ANTILLEAN SPARROW HAWK 
Killi-killi 


Common and generally distributed, most common in the lowlands, 
but found even in mountain forest, as on Olveston Mountain. A 
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pais was collected near Plymouth on February 10, 1937, and a fe- 
male the next day on Olveston Mountain. One stomach contained 
a large centipede, a second crickets (Gryllus sp.), and the third 
crickets and a ground lizard (Ameiva pluvianotata). 


Porzana carolina (Linnaeus) 


SORA RAIL 
Recorded by Bond. 


Gallinula chloropus portoricensis Danforth 
ANTILLEAN GALLINULE 


Coot 


Ten were observed at Fox’s Bay Pond on February 12, 1937, and 
R, A. Tonge sent me a male obtained at the same place on January 
12, 1938. 


Fulica caribaea Ridgway 
CARIBBEAN COOT 
Coot 

R. A. Tonge has sent me 9 specimens of various ages from Mont- 
serrat. A female was collected November 4, 1937 at Old Road Pond, 
whereas the other 8 specimens are all from Fox’s Bay Pound, as 
follows: Adult male, Sep. 26, 1937; immature, Dec. 11, 1937; fe- 
male juvenile, Dec. 18, 1937; immature, winter 1937-8; immature, 
Jan. 1, 1938; immature, Jan. 5, 1938; adult male, Jan. 14, 1938; 
immature female, Jan. 25, 1938. Recorded previously by Bond. 


Totanus flavipes (Gmelin) 
LESSER YELLOWLEGS 


R. A. Tonge has forwarded two females taken at Oldroad Bay 
on July 30, and a male shot at Hotwater Pond on August 1, 1938. 
First records for the island. 


Actitis macularia (Linnaeus) 


SPOTTED SANDPIPER 


Common migrant and winter visitor. Twenty were noted neac 
Plymouth on July 31, 1931. Three were seen and a male collected 
near Plymouth on February 10, 1937, and one was observed at Fox’s 
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1938, and a male the following day. Not previously recorded from 
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Bay Pound February 12, 1937. The stomach of the bird collected 
contained a large black wasp, some beetles, and a few other insects; 
also a little sand. 


Arenaria interpres morinella (Linnaeus) 
RUDDY TURNSTONE 
R. A. Tonge has sent me females collected at Hot Water Pond 


May 5 and 16, 1938, and a male obtained at Kinsale Bay May 15, 
1938. Not previously known from the Island, 


Ereunetes pusillus (Linnaeus) 
SEMIPALMATED SANDPIPER 


R. A. Tonge has sent me two females obtaincd at Elbertson Pond 
on August 4, 1938. Not previously recorded from Montserrat. 


Himantopus mexicanus (Miiller) 
BLACK-NECKED STILT 
A specimen marked male but probably female obtained at Hot 


Water Pond on May 3, 1938 by R. A. Tonge constitutes the f='t 
record for the island. 


Larus atricilla Linnaeus 


LAUGHING GULL 


Strangely enough, there are no Montserrat records for this wide- 
ranging bird, but I have in my collection a male in summer plumage 
obtained on the nearby Island of Redonda on March 11, 1938 by 
R. A. Tonge. It was not previously been recorded from Redonda. 


Sterna hirundo hirundo Linnaeus 
COMMON TERN 
Five were seen at Plymouth on July 31, 1931, constituting the 
first record for the island. 


Thalasseus maximus maximus (Boddaert) 


ROYAL TERN 


A female was obtained by R. A. Tonge at Oganows on May 1, 
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Montserrat. The same collector also sent me a male obtained on 
Redonda March 11, 1938, constituting the first record of the species 
for that island. 
Anoiis stolidus stolidus (Linnaeus) 
NODDY TERN 


Grisdale obtained a specimen from Montserrat, and believed it 
to be common on the coasts. Apparently there are no other records. 
Mr. H. E. Box and party reported thousands nesting on the pre- 
cipitous cliffs on the windward.side of Redonda on July 18, 1938, 


[Columba leucocephala Linnaeus 
WHITE-CROWNED PIGEON 


Although this pigeon probably occurs rarely, there is no very 
satisfactory Montserrat record. Ridgway (U.S.N.M. Bull. 50, VII, 
1916, p. 311) ineludes Montserrat in its range, but lists no specimen 
nor literature citation from there. Possibly his basis for its inelu- 
sion was a statement by Ober (Proc. U.S.N.M., I, 1878, p. 237) that 
he believed Antigua to be the southern limit of the breeding range 
of this species ‘‘execept perhaps Montserrat’’. Until more definite in- 
formation is available, I am listing the species hypothetically. | 


Jolumba squamosa~ Bonnaterre 
SCALED PIGEON 
Pigeon 

le? : 

Said to be very common during the summer months, but we ob- 
served only five at St. George’s Hill on February 15, 1937, and a 
pair at Tar River (on the windward coast) on February 16, the male 
of which was collected. Its crop contained 7 large green palm fruits. 
and 17 blueberry-like fruits known locally as ‘‘barberry’’. 


Zenaida aurita aurita (Temminck) 

MARTINIQUE DOVE 

Mountain Dove 
Common and generally distributed. In February 1937 we ob- 
served it in many localities, but it was particularly abundant in a 
wooded gully north of Plymouth, and in the vicinity of Fox’s Bay 
Pond. Although I am listing all the Zenaida doves of the island 
under this name, doubtless both Z.a. zenaida and this forth both 
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occur, and in fact all of the three specimens collected are interme- 
diate between the two forms. Their crops contained exclusively lime 
seeds, 49, 77 and 83 seeds being found per bird. These must have 
been obtained from rotten or overripe fruit, as these soft-billed birds 
would searcely be able to open sound limes. 


Columbigallina passerina nigrirostris Danforth 
ST. KITTS GROUND DOVE 
Ground Dove 

Fairly common in the vicinity of Plymouth; not observed else- 
where. <A male collected on February 8, and a female on February 
12, 1937 had the bills entirely dusky. ‘round pearls (Margarodes 
formicarum) formed 52.5 per cent of the contents of their crops, one 
bird having consumed 71 and the other 50. The seeds of T'yphalea 
formed 7.5 per cent, and other seeds 40 per cent of the contents. 


Oreopeleia mystacea mystacea (Temminck) 
BRIDLED QUAIL DOVE 
Partridge 

Rather rare. Three were noted on St. George’s Hill on February 
15, 1937, and two at Woodlands on February 18. Later R. A. Tonge 
sent males collected at Olveston Mountain Mareh 14, 1937 and Ju- 
bilee Mountain September 30, 1937, and a female at Woodlands 
Mountain July 8, 1937. 


Coccyzus minor dominicae Shelley 
SHELLEY ’S MANGROVE CUCKOO 
Coucou Manioe 
Fairly common, a few being observed in most of the localities 
visited. Three males collected in February, 1937 are much darker 
below than specimens of rileyi or vincentis in my collection, and 
undoubtedly represent dominicae. They measure, wing 134.6—140.8 
(137.3) ; tail 162.2-162.9 (169.6) ; culmen from base 32.5-34.6 (33.7) ; 
tarsus 29.7~31.8 (30.7) millimeters. Their stomachs contained katy- 
dids (Microcentrum sp.) 60 per cent; long-horned grasshoppers 
(Neoconocephalus triops macropterus) 33.3 per cent, and Coleoptera 
6.7 per cent. 
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Orthorhynchus cristatus exilis (Gmelin) 


GILT-CRESTED HUMMINGBIRD 


Abundant near the coast, and a few were observed in the moun. 
tain forests. A male was collected at Plymouth on February 8, and 
another on Olveston Mountain on February 11, 1937. 


Sericotes holosericeus holosericeus (Linnaeus) 


BLUE-BREASTED HUMMINGBIRD 


Much less common than the previous species; observed only near 
Plymouth, on St. George’s Hill, and at Woodlands. The stomach 
of a male collected at Plymouth on February 12, 1937 was filled with 
minute insects. 

Eulampis jugularis (Linnaeus) 
GARNET-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD 


Fairly common in the forests on Soufriere Mountain, Olveston 
Mountain, and at Woodlands. A pair was collected on Soufriere 
Mountain on February 9, and two males at Woodlands on February 
18, 1937. Small spiders formed 88.7 per cent, Coleoptera 6.3 per 
cent, and a Dolichopodid fly 5 per cent of the contents of the four 
stomachs. : 

Megaceryle alcyon aicyon (Linnaeus) 


BELTED KINGFISHER 


Not seen in the course of our work, although the species is well 
known as a winter resident in Montserrat. Sturge sent a female to 
the British Museum. Grisdale saw it frequently in February, 1881, 
and Dr. Pilkington procured one for him. Nicoll shot a female on 
February 11, 1904. R. A. Tonge has sent me a specimen obtained 
at Isles Bay in the spring of 1938. 


Tyrannus dominicensis vorax Vieillot 
LARGE-BILLED KINGBIRD 


Rather common in the vicinity of Plymouth, and at Elberton on 
February 12, 1937 a congregation of fifty or more was noted on a 
hill near the pond. Two females which were collected from this 
group are as light as any specimens of 7.d. dominicensis in my 
collection. The eulmen from base measures 31.3 and 32.7, and the 
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width at frontal antiae 15.5 and 16 millimeters. These measurements 
are larger than the average for dominicensis, so the specimens are 
probably best regarded as intermediate between dominicensis and 
vorac. 

One stomach contained 7 syrphid flies (Volucella obesa), while 
the other had 6 Volucella obesa and 5 stratiomyid flies (Hermetia 
illucens). 

Elaenia martinica riisii Sclater 
RIISE’S ELAENIA 


Common and generally distributed, although found most abun- 
dantly at lower elevations. Six specimens (three males and three 
females) were collected at Plymouth, Soufriere Mountain, Cassel’s 
Peak, Olveston Mountain, and Woodlands. As I have shown else- 
where (Journal of the Barbados Museum and Historical Society, V, 
1938, p. 123), these specimens are referable to riisii. 

The six stomachs contained exclusively drupes and berries, among 


‘which the fruits of some wild species of Solanum amounted to 17 


per cent. 
Progne dominicensis (Gmelin) 
CARIBBEAN MARTIN 


Swallow 
Small numbers were observed at Plymouth on June 30 and Au- 
gust 13, 1935, and at Fox’s Bay Pond on February 12, 1937. Not 
previously recorded from the island. 


Margarops fuscatus densirostris (Vieillot) 
DARKER PEARLY-EYED THRASHER 


Thrush 


Found in practically all wooded regions, but particularly com- 
mon on the lower wooded hills and in densely wooded ravines in the 
coastal region. Densirostris is a rather dubious race, but if it is to 
be recognized Montserrat birds must be referred to it. A male was 
collected on the Soufriere Mountain February: 9, 1937, a pair (at one 
shot) near Plymouth on February 12, and a female at Fox’s Bay 
Pond the same day. 

The contents of the four stomachs consisted of walking sticks 25 
per cent; weevils 2 per cent; a large spider 5 per cent; berries 63 
per cent; and drupes 5 per cent. 
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Allenia fusca (P.L. 8. Miller) 
SCALY-BREASTED THRASHER 
Black-billed Thrush 

On Montserrat this species is scarcer and shyer than Margarops. 
Three were observed on the Soufriere Mountain on February 9, two 
on St. George’s Hill February 15, and fifteen at Woodlands on 
February 18, 1937. On the latter occasion a female was taken. Its 
stomach was filled with drupes. 


Cinclocerthia ruficauda pavida Ridgway 
ST. KITTS TREMBLER 


Trembling Thrush 

Far from common on Montserrat. One was observed singing on 
February 9, 1937 at the edge of the tree fern forest on the Soufriere 
Mountain; another was seen at a slightly higher altitude on Cassel’s 
Peak on February 16, and five at an altitude of only 800 feet at 
Woodlands on February 18, when three males were collected. These 
are much more rufescent above, and to some extent below, than C. r. 
tenebrosa from St. Vincent. They measure: Wing 96.2-103 (99.9) ; 
tail 80.7-85.4 (83.6); culmen from base 37.5-39.8 (38. 8); tarsus 
30.3-32.8 (31.5) millimeters. n 

The specimens all had the iris light yellow, bill black, legs and 
feet yellowish brown, somewhat tinged with dusky; claws dusky yel- 
lowish brown; soles of feet dull yellow. 

The three stomachs contained land snalls (identified by Dr. Paul 
Bartsch as Helicina fasciata Lamarck), 36 per cent; a large spider 
13.3 per cent; katydid nymphs (Microcentrum sp.), 26.7 per cent; 
a long-horned beetle (Elaphidion sp.), 4 per cent; weevils 1.7 per 
cent; other beetles 5 per cent; soft-meated seeds, 13.3 per cent. 


Cichlherminia lherminieri lawrencei Cory 
MONTSERRAT FOREST THRUSH 


Yellow-legged Thrush 

Rare and shy, occurring only in the mountain forests. A female 
was collected at about 2,500 feet elevation on the Soufriere Moun- 
tain on February 9, and a bird was observed on Cassel’s Peak Feb- 
ruary 16, 1937. R. A. Tonge sent a male collected on Jubilee Moun- 
tain September 30, 1937, a female from Gage’s Mountain August 4, 
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1938, and a pair from the same locality August 6, 1938. These spec- 
imens exhibit the color differences noted by Ridgway (U.S.N.M. Bul- 
letin 50, IV, 1907, p. 75) as distinguishing lawrencei from typical 
lherminiert. Also lawrencei seems to average somewhat smaller. 
Two males from Montserrat measure, wing 127.8-130.7 (129.2); tail 
86.4-89 (87.7); culmen from base 28.3-30.6 (2.94), and tarsus 39.7-— 
41.7 (40.7) millimeters, while three females measure wing 131.6—-136 
(133.8); tail 92.7-95 (93.8) in two; culmen from base 29.6-30.5 
(30.0), and tarsus 41-42 (41.6) millimeters. Two adult males of 
C. l. lherminieri from Guadeloupe in my collection measure: wing 
137.1-139 (138); tail 91.2-92.8 (92); eulmen from base 29.9-31.1 
(30.5); tarsus 41.6-42.6 (42.1) millimeters. 

The adult female lawrencei collected had the bare orbital space, 
bill, legs and feet, including the claws and soles, bright orange yel- 
low, except that the upper mandible was more or less tinged with 
dusky. The iris was hazel. Its stomach contained about equal parts 
of insect remains and fragments of fruits. 


Vireo calidris barbadensis (Ridgway ) 
BARBADOS VIREO 


Common at lower elevations, but not observed in the mountain 
forests. None were observed during the first few days of our visit, 
but on February 10 many were seen and heard singing in the very 
same area near Plymouth where none had been recorded a few days 
previously. From that date on the species was observed commonly. 
Males were collected near Plymouth on February 10 and 12, and a 
pair on St. George’s Hill on February 15, 1937. Drupes constituted 
50 per cent, Coleoptera 25 per cent, and a large Coleopterous larva 
25 per cent of the contents of the four stomachs. 


Coereba bartholemica (Sparrmann) 
ST. BARTS HONEY CREEPER 
Yellow-breast 


Common at lower elevations; scarce in the mountain forests. 
Two females were collected on Olveston Mountain February 11, a 
female at Plymouth, February 12, and a male on Cassel’s Peak Feb- 
ruary 16, 1937. I cannot distinguish these from specimens from the 
more northern Lesser Antilles or Guadeloupe, and consequently con- 
sider that dominicana must be regarded as'a synonym of bartho- 
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lemica. One of the females has a decidedly white front, and another 
shows some indications of white in that region. The male measures, 
wing 59.8; tail 38.8; culmen from base 16; tarsus 18.5, and the 
three females, wing 57-62.4 (58.8); tail 37.8-41.5 (39.3); culmen 
from base 16.1-17 (16.5); tarsus 18-18.2 (18.1) millimeters. 

One stomach was empty. The others contained exclusively insects 
and their larvae, among which Coleoptera 32 per cent and lepidop- 
terous larvae 50 per cent were recognizable. 


Mniotilta varia (Linnaeus) 


BLACK AND WHITE WARBLER 


A female was collected in a ravine north of Plymouth on Febru- 
ary 12, and an individual was noted at Woodlands on February 18, 
1937. The stomach of the specimen collected contained comminuted 
insects and their larvae, including weevils and other Coleoptera, and 
lepidopterous larvae. Previously recorded by Bond. 


Compsothlypis americana pusilla (Wilson) 


NORTHERN PARULA WARBLER 


Observed near Plymouth on February 7 and 8, 1937. Nicoll 
found the species fairly common and shot two on February 11, 1904. 


Dendroica petechia bartholemica Sundevall 


ST. BARTS GOLDEN WARBLER 


Fairly common in dry scrub near Plymouth; also observed in 
manchineels along the coast. A male was collected on February 10, 
and a female February 12, 1937 in scrub country near Plymouth. 
The male has scarcely any chestnut on the crown, in which respect 
it resembles other males of its race in my collection. It measures, 
wing 63.6; tail 51.6; culmen from base 15; tarsus 22 millimeters, 
and the female, wing 57.7; tail 47; culmen from base 14.2, and tar- 
sus 20.6 millimeters. Their stomachs contained fragments of insects 
and their larvae, including Chrysomelidae 10 per cent, other Coleop- 
tera 37.5 per cent, and lepidopterous larvae 30 per cent. 


Dendroica tigrina (Gmelin) 


CAPE MAY WARBLER 
Recorded by Bond. 
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Dendroica dominica dominica (Linnaeus) 
YELLOW-THROTED WABBLER 
Nicoll records one shot in thorn bushes along the shore on Feb- 
ruary 11, 1904. 
Dendroica discolor discolor (Vieillott) 
NORTHERN PRAIRIE WARBLER 


One was shot in dry scrub country near Plymouth on February 
10, and two were seen and one collected there on February 12, 1937. 
The stomach of the latter contained a spider and various insects, in- 
eluding Coleoptera. Previously recorded by Bond. 


Seiurus aurocapillus (Linnaeus) 
OVEN-BIRD 
Recorded by Bond. 
Seiurus noveboracensis (Gmelin) 
NORTHERN WATER-THRUSH 


One was seen in the mangroves at Fox’s Bay Pond on February 
12, 1937, constituting the first record for the island. 


Seiurus motacilla (Vieillot) 


LOUISIANA WATER-THRUSH 
Recorded by Bond. 


Setophaga ruticilla (Linnaeus) 
AMERICAN REDSTART 


Many were seen, including some in bright male plumage, and 
others in female or immature male plumage, from February 9 to 16, 
1937 in all parts of the island from mountain forests to the coast. 
An immature male collected on the Soufriere Mountain on February 
9, 1937 had eaten fleabeetles, weevils and Diptera. Nicoll obtained 
one and saw others on February 11, 1904. 


Icterus oberi Lawrence 
MONTSERRAT ORIOLE 
Tanya Bird 


This, the only distinct species confined to Montserrat, occurs in 
forests on the Soufriere and also on Olveston Mountain in the Centre 
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Hills, and down to as low as 800 feet elevation at Woodlands, so it 
is by no means confined.in its distribution to the Soufriere Moun- 
tain, as has previously been supposed. A total of eight specimens 
were obtained (including some sent by R. A. Tonge since our 
departure), obtained on the Soufriere Mountain, Cassel’s Peak 
Chance’s Mountain, Rendezvous Mountain, Woodland Mountain, and 
at Woodlands. In these, there are five adult males, one immature 
male, and two adult (?) females. There has been some doubt con- 
cerning the plumage of the adult female of this species. If these 
two females are indeed adult, then the female plumage is indistin- 
guishable from that of the immature male. Three of the specimens 
obtaind by Ober, which I have examined in the Field Museum, are 
in this plumage, and are marked immature female. Possibly they 
are actually adult, as no females appear to have been collected in 
any other plumage. 

The song of this species was not heard. The call note is similar 
to that of I. portoricensis but not quite so loud. 

An adult male and a female collected on Cassel’s Peak February 
16, 1937 both had the iris dark brown; upper mandible black, the 
lower light slate blue except for the median surface, which was black, 
and the extreme tips of both mandibles light horn color; legs 
and feet light slate blue, the soles-tinged with yellow, and the claws 
bluish slate. An immature male collected at Woodlands February 
18, 1937 was very similar. 

One stomach was nearly empty, containing only single weevil. 
Another contained a rotten cane borer weevil (Metamasius hemip- 
terus), 3 lepidopterous larvae, 6 cockroach odthecae, and some mis- 
cellaneous insect fragments. 


Holoquiscalus lugubris guadeloupensis (Lawrence) 
GUADELOUPE GRACKLE 


Blackbird 
Mr. English informs me that this species was well established in 
Montserrat at the time of his arrival in 1919, but that he has heard 
conflicting tales concerning which island was the source of the stock 
used for introduction. There are no references in*the literature prior 
to Bond (1936). It is even now far from common. On July 31, 
1931 I observed a few in mangroves near Plymouth, and in 1937 a 
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few were seen near Fox’s Bay Pond, and in the growth back of 
beaches near Plymouth, where an apparently mated pair was collected 
on February 12. These agree well with specimens from Guadeloupe 
in my collection. The female is much lighter than specimens of 
inflexirostris. The male measures: Wing 124.5; tail 103; culmen 
from base 32; tarsus 34.8 millimeters, and the female, wing 105.2; 
tail, in molt; culmen from base 28.7; tarsus 31.6 millimeters. 
There is some possibility that the species is a recent arrival from 
Guadeloupe and was not introduced, but it seems highly improbable 
that it could have existed in the island for long, since so conspicuous 
a bird could hardly have been overlooked by the earlier collectors. 
The stomach contents of the pair collected consisted of Anolis 
lizards 75 per cent; mealybugs, Pseudococcus sp., (40 in one stom- 
ach), 15 per cent; Coleoptera 6 per cent, and spiders 4 per cent. 


Tanagra flavifrons flavifrons (Sparrmann) 
GREEN EUPHONIA 


Heard calling on several occasions in February, 1937 in the for- 
ests on Soufriere Mountain, Cassel’s Peak, Olveston Mountain, and 
at Woodlands, but it proved impossible to collect any. 


Tiaris bicolor omissa Jardine 


CARIB GRASSQUIT 


Abundant in the vicinity of Plymouth; not seen elsewhere. Two 
males and a female were collected in February, 1937. On June 30, 
1935, a nest and two eggs were collected seven feet from the ground 
in a manchineel tree near the beach. The female emerged from the 
nest, and scolded vigorously as it was being collected. The eggs are 
white, more or less uniformly covered with fine red speckles. One 
measured 16.4 < 12.8 millimeters, the other was broken before it 
could be measured. 

Three stomachs contained seeds of grasses and other small seeds, 
with the addition of sand for grinding purposes. 


Loxigilla noctis dominicana (Ridgway 
DOMINICA BULLFINCH 


Rather uncommon; during the course of our field work exactly 
16 birds were noted. These were found widely scattered and in 
many types of country, ranging from dry scrub near Plymouth to 
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mountain forest on Soufriere Mountain and Cassel’s Peak. Twa 
adult males and three females were collected. These agree well with 
specimens from Guadeloupe and Dominica, and are regarded aj 


dominicana. Two males measure: Wing 70-70.1 (70.05); tail 506 
52.3 (51.15) ; culmen from base 16.4-16.7 (16.55); tarsus 19.3-208 
19.8 millimeters, and three females, wing 61.8-65 (63.8) ; tail 45-493 
(47.4); eculmen from base 15.3-15.6 (15.4); tarsus 19-19.6 (19.4) 
millimeters. 
The stomachs of the five birds collected contained small seeds 8 
per cent and fruit pulp 20 per cent, plus sand or gravel for grind- 
ing purposes. j 
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